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The Way—And  

Today’s NO WAY! 
by David Lemmons 

(Acts 9:2) 

 

I read very clearly in my Bible that a 

certain man was extremely aggravated by 

and stirred up against a particular group of 

people.  Some strong language is used by 

our historian, Luke, to describe just how 

impassioned were the emotions in the 

heart of Saul of Tarsus against these 

people.  And Saul, yet breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against the 
disciples of the Lord, went unto the high 
priest, And desired of him letters to 
Damascus to the synagogues, that IF 
HE FOUND ANY OF THIS WAY, 
whether they were men or women, he 
might bring them bound unto Jerusalem 

(Acts 9:1-2). 

 

The text above tells of one man’s extreme 

dedication to the cause of reducing the 

threat (to Judaism) of certain ones by 

taking them out of circulation and binding 

them.  He was actually breathing out 

murderous threatenings against these 

folks!  We might wonder if Luke is using 

hyperbole here.  In answer, let me hasten 

to add that Paul’s own description of his 

earlier state of mind (1 Timothy 1:13) fits 

well the literal description Luke gives 

here.  It is not the language of exag-

geration for the sake of emphasis! 

His plan was to travel from Jerusalem to 

Damascus in hot pursuit of any he felt 

needed to be bound.  On my computer I 

can bring up a map that will allow me to 

calculate distances between the two cities 

involved.  By the way the crow flies, the 

distance involved is about 138 miles.  As 

we consider the means of travel available 

to Saul and this great distance surely we 

can agree that the man was highly 

motivated.  Yes, it is for sure that Saul was 

totally convinced, in his own mind (Acts 

23:1), that these people were the enemies 

of God and needed to be removed.  

Perhaps Saul had in his mind the precedent 

of Numbers 25:1ff, et.al. 

 

I would like to call your attention to the 

passage above and particularly to the 

words in ALL CAPS and underlined.  

Saul’s plans involved traveling many 

miles to find a certain people.  They are 

described as being OF THIS WAY.  May 

we please point out that this is a singular 

noun?  It was not just anyone that Saul 

was interested in bringing back to 

Jerusalem, bound, to be punished by the 

Sanhedrin. 

 

Saul would be seeking followers of Jesus 

Christ.  Jesus had spoken to His apostles in 

John 14:6, setting forth the claim to be 

THE WAY.  When Jesus appeared to Saul 

on the road to Damascus, His first words 

to him were: “Saul, Saul, why perse-
cutest thou me” (Acts 9:4).  When Saul 

was persecuting those of THIS WAY, he 

was persecuting Jesus. 

 

In the first century, there was a UNITED 

group of people following THE WAY, 

whom Saul went to find.  They followed 

THE WAY by abiding in the doctrine of 

Christ (John 14:15; 2 John 9).  In our day 

there also exists a UNITED group of 

people following THE WAY.  However, 

in addition, there are multitudes of groups 

who make that same claim, falsely, which 

is very sad! 

 

In our day and time, making the claim to 

be followers of THE WAY will result in 

many people feeling insulted by what they 

would call such an INTOLERANT and/or 

ARROGANT claim. 

 

I did a search of the internet at YAHOO 

for the word “tolerance” and there were 

189,002,804 hits available.  Seems like 

there must be a lot of interest these days in 

the subject of tolerance.  The first of the 

non-sponsored sites gave this description: 
Aims to expose hate, racism, and 
bigotry by providing practical tools 
to promote tolerance. Includes a 
searchable hate map, a virtual tour 
of well-known hate sites…  

I would suggest that the majority of people 

today have a perverted and dangerous 

concept of tolerance. 

 

If my Lord claims to be THE WAY, and 

He does (John 14:6).  If He promised to 

build HIS church, singular, and He did 

(Matthew 16:18; Acts 2).  If the very man 

whose intolerance we have been noticing 

(guided by the Holy Spirit of God), writes 

that there is ONE BODY, and he does 

(Ephesians 4:4).  Then, there is a need to 

follow THE WAY, become a member of 

the ONE BODY,  and without fail to be 

added to that church (Acts 2:41). 

 

Saul knew what to look for when he took 

off for Damascus.  That group of people 

for whom he had such strong feelings of 

hatred was a group guided by a body of 

doctrine. It was a body of doctrine which 

he would later describe as ONE FAITH 

(Ephesians 4:5).  He would have no 

difficulty locating them.  They would be 

the ones who would not deny Christ.  They 

would be faithful even to the point of 

death (Revelation 2:10). 

 

How strongly I do wish that people today 

would come to know that there is guidance 

available to find that same group of people 

that Saul sought to find.  If people will 

open up their New Testaments and read 

the pattern presented therein.  If they will 

make comparison with the churches of our 

day and continue their search until they 

find the group that matches the pattern, 

they will be rewarded for the search!  

 

 

   

 

 

 

GOOD THINGS ONLINE… 
An interesting set of Questions: 

“The Role of Blood & Water in Salvation” 

http://durl.me/xpvd   


