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Living Waters: Jeremiah & Jesus 
by David Lemmons 

 

At Freed-Hardeman I once took a course 

in “Cultural Anthropology.”  My teacher 

for the course was sister Elsie Huffard.  

She and her husband had done mission 

work in Jordan for several years.  One of 

the things I remember clearly from the 

class was the unusual appreciation she had 

for WATER.  She talked more than once 

about how valuable water was in the 

Middle East and how strange it was to her 

to see all of these homes in America with 

hoses spraying water out on the lawns to 

grow grass, just so it could then be mowed 

down. 

 

When I moved to Dublin water was 

somewhat of a problem.  Georgia was 

enduring quite a “dry spell.”  The 

Governor was telling folks to take pride in 

dirty cars. This was part of a campaign to 

save the precious resource from being 

used for such mundane causes as 

supporting the vanity of driving around in 

a nice clean car. 

 

I’ve made a dozen international trips to 

preach and teach the gospel.  During most 

all of those trips, I found urgent need to 

purchase some form of clean drinking 

water. 

 

It is no surprise to me, therefore, to find 

the great prophet Jeremiah making use of a 

word picture involving WATER in an 

attempt to grab the interest of his hard-

hearted brethren.  Sadly, they were turning 

those hardened hearts away from God.  

The word pictures used by the great 

prophets of God are perfectly vivid and 

thought-provoking.  Jeremiah spoke with a 

THUS SAITH THE LORD: “For my 
people have committed two evils; they 
have forsaken me the fountain of living 
waters, and hewed them out cisterns, 
broken cisterns, that can hold no water.”  

Jeremiah’s message to his brethren here 

was that they were entirely mistaken in 

thinking that they could replace the 

valuable treasure of God’s fellowship with 

man-made idols (cf., Jeremiah 10).  Those 

who are content to place ANY thing or 

person in God’s place are brothers to 

Jeremiah’s contemporaries.  They simply 

have failed to make proper evaluations! 

 

The great weeping prophet of Anathoth 

came back to this theme of LIVING 

WATERS in 17:13: “O Lord, the hope of 

Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, 
and they that depart from me shall be 
written in the earth, because they have 
forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living 
waters.”  Here is a strong warning!  The 

figure of writing names in the earth speaks 

of destruction and separation from God.  

Primitive schools use boards with sand on 

top to teach writing in a manner that the 

scribbling might be easily erased. Barnes 

quotes Origen as saying: “All men are 

written somewhere, the saints in heaven, but 

sinners upon earth.”  How we ought to 

desire that our names be written in heaven!  

 

In the New Testament, our Lord Jesus 

Christ likewise powerfully made use of 

people’s appreciation of the value of 

water.  In His conversation with the 

woman at the well in Samaria, He told her: 

“If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it 

is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou 
wouldest have asked of him, and he would 
have given thee living water.”  This woman 

understood it not, but that WATER of 

which Jesus spoke was invaluable!  It was 

even more valuable than that which Jacob 

had worked hard to provide at that spot 

where she stood. 

 

I am made to wonder how many of us in 

the Lord’s church today are making proper 

evaluations regarding this LIVING 

WATER.  Do we do much better than the 

Samaritan woman?  Of how much greater 

import, than the complaint sister Huffard 

had about Americans spraying water on 

the lawns, is the Lord’s complaint for our 

lack of appreciation for that LIVING 

WATER which comes to us through the 

great cost of Calvary’s dark scene?!  We 

have so much wealth in our land.  A good 

question to ponder is whether or not that 

wealth is blessing or blight.  If it causes us 

to have mixed up values how can it be 

anything positive?  Our need is for a more 

careful and thoughtful consideration of 

what is and is not FIRST in our hearts. 

John records the words of Jesus once again 

speaking of LIVING WATERS in John 

7:38:  “He that believeth on me, as the 

scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water.”  Careful study ought 

to be made of this context.  Space here 

will not suffice, but if you have 

opportunity, I urge you to consider the 

commentary of brother Guy N. Woods for 

a detailed discussion.  I want to quote just 

a portion from his commentary on John at 

page 156… 
The “living bread” of John 6, and the 
“living water” of John 7, refer to the same 
thing and emphasize the fact that in our 
Lord alone is there food to supply spiritual 
hunger and water to quench spiritual thirst.  
We must distinguish between the “living 
water” which refreshes the thirsty soul and 
gives salvation and the flowing out of this 
water to others, through those directed by 
the Holy Spirit.  These blessings were 
embraced by receiving the teaching of 
Jesus, then in person, and later, through 
miraculously endowed men (when the 
Spirit had been given), beginning on the 

first Pentecost following His resurrection. 

In our race for eternal life, it is of utmost 

importance that we keep our faces toward 

Jesus (Hebrews 12:1-2), in order to 

obtain/maintain the needed sustenance of 

our souls, both water and food.  How very 

vital that LIVING WATER is! 

     

       

 

 

GOOD THINGS ONLINE… 
READ about 4 P’s of Jesus from  

His 4 Biographers by going here: 

http://durl.me/ihxj  


