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1 Corinthians 13:1-8a...  

1 If I speak in the tongues 
of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2 And if I have 
prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and if 
I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give away 
all I have, and if I deliver 
up my body to be burned, 
but have not love, I gain 
nothing. 4 Love is patient 
and kind; love does not 
envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant 5 or rude. It does 
not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; 6 it does not 
rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the 
truth. 7 Love bears all 
things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. 8 Love 
never ends.  
 

English Standard 

Version. 

Marriage Ceremony 
by N.B. Hardeman 

[The following marriage ceremony was presented by 
N.B. Hardeman and given to ministerial students 
enrolled in Freed-Hardeman College.  This copy was 
preserved by Dr. Gilbert E. Shaffer, who was a 
student at the college in 1926-28.  E. Claude 
Gardner] 

When the spirit of God brooded over 

the garden of Eden, it was observed that the 

fowls of the air and the beasts of the field had 

each its respective mate, but that man for 

whom all else was created was left alone.  

Thus as a hermit he sighed until woman 

smiled upon him. 

Out of the dust of the earth man was 

created.  He was akin to the hard rocks and the 

strong fibers of the trees, able to suffer and 

endure.  When it was no longer good that he 

should be alone, woman, the sweetest, dearest, 

and best of all creation was wrought into 

existence.  She was not made from man's 

head, to be his ruler, nor from his heel, to be 

trampled under his foot, but from his side, that 

she might be loved and protected by him.  She 

was then as pure as the lily unkissed by the 

morning sun, as beautiful as the full-blown 

rose, as modest as the daisy of the field or the 

drooping violet, as sweet as the pink all 

covered with dew, as graceful as the fern, and 

as trusting as the clinging vine. 

Marriage is an institution ordained of 

God that the happiness of man might be 

increased and his usefulness promoted, and 

now as a token of that pledge of fidelity and 

love that has been formed, you will please join 

right hands.  Do you each take the other to be 

your lawful companion through life, and do 

you solemnly promise to live in the holiest 

bonds of matrimony until separated by death?   

In confirmation of these vows, you 

will please give and receive this ring as an 

emblem and pledge of that pure and enduring 

love you have promised to cherish for each 

other. 

In the presence of Almighty God and 

these witnesses, and by the authority of our 

State, I gladly pronounce you husband and 

wife.  "What God has joined together, let no 

man put asunder." 

May you ever prove true to these 

sacred vows, and may your married life be as 

smooth and peaceful as the "Unruffled waters 

of a moonlit lake, kissed by gentle dewdrops 

and distilled by angel hands." 

Like two streams flowing from 

opposite mountains, sparkling, laughing, and 

leaping from cleft to cleft, and drawing nearer 

together until they unite in the river below, so 

these young lives now unite in the pure deep 

stream of love, which becomes purer and 

deeper, broader and stronger as the years come 

and go, until it is lost in the fathomless ocean 

of God's eternal love. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, in thy presence we are, 

having witnessed that ceremony by which 

these two young lives are made one.  We pray 

thy blessing upon them and upon the home by 

them to be established.  Grant that it may be 

such as to cause thy smiles ever to rest upon it.  

Sanctify them to thy glory and make them a 

blessing to humanity and to thy church.  We 

pray that they may each live long upon this 

earth, see good days, and at last enter into 

that blissful home across which no shadows 

ever fall, for we ask it in His name. 

What is Love? 
Words are taken from the text of 1 Corinthians 13 (ESV) at right. 
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Across Down 

02 Bible ____ never ends. 01 
Bible love ____, believes, 

endures, and hopes all things. 

05 
Describes a musical 

instrument. 
03 

Bible love does not ____ or 

boast. 

06 
Bible love does not insist 

on its own ____. 
04 Number of times NOT appears. 

09 
Bible love is patient and 

____. 
07 Love is NOT this A-word. 

10 Not a cause of rejoicing. 08 
Even prophetic ____ without 

love is of no value. 

13 

W/out Bible love, giving 

away all I have leaves me 

to ____ nothing. 

11 Gongs are this. 

14 
Bible love rejoices with 

this. 
12 Bible love is patient and ____. 
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