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“ThanksLiving” 
by David Lemmons 

 
We are nearing that time of the year 

when hearts all over our land are reminded of 

the importance of giving thanks.  Just this 

morning, as I shaved, I was listening to a radio 

program (on American Family Radio) 

centered on this matter.  One was being 

interviewed who had written a book entitled: 

Just Say Thanks.  As I listened to the 

discussion I sheepishly admitted to myself that 

I need to be more filled with thanksgiving than 

I am.  I wonder if that might not be the case 

with you as well.   

I know you will agree with me that 

following Christ adds such blessings to our 

lives that thinking about giving thanks only 

one day per year will simply not suffice.  

Likely you have heard the term, as I have: 

ThanksLiving.  To me, this involves living a 

life simply filled to the brim with giving of 

thanks for blessings received.  I would suggest 

that we are wise to strive to live just such 

lives. 

I know that the giving of thanks is an 

important biblical concept.  Some form of the 

word THANKS is found in Scripture 100 

times (55 in the OT, 45 in the NT).  Without 

question God wants His people to be thankful 

to Him for the blessings we receive!  Other 

than the number of times the word is found in 

the Bible, one of the clearest indicators of 

God’s desire for our thanksgivings is found in 

Luke 17:16-17.  After healing ten lepers only 

the one returned to give thanks and Jesus asks, 

“Where are the nine?Where are the nine?Where are the nine?Where are the nine?” (Luke 17:17).  

Furthermore, He continues in the next verse to 

emphasize the ingratitude of the 90% by 

saying: “There are not found thThere are not found thThere are not found thThere are not found that returned to at returned to at returned to at returned to 
give glory to God, save this strangergive glory to God, save this strangergive glory to God, save this strangergive glory to God, save this stranger.”  

Looking back into the Old Testament 

we can find that thanksgiving was an 

important part of the offerings God prescribed 

(Leviticus 7:12-13).  A rather lengthy SONG 

of thanksgiving can be found in 1 Chronicles 

16:7ff.  It is my belief that this song and the 

thankfulness it represents goes a long way in 

explaining how King David gets tagged with 

the descriptive: “A man after God’s own 

heart” (cf., 1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22).  

David was one who knew how greatly God 

had blessed him and he was truly grateful.  

Certain books of the OT have an abundance of 

references to thanks and thanksgiving.  One of 

them, interestingly, is the book of Nehemiah 

(where there are at least 8 occurrences).  This 

would be during the great Bible period of The 

Restoration.  Returning from the seventy years 

of Babylonian Captivity somehow helped the 

theme of thanksgiving to be more prominent 

for God’s people.  The songbook of the Jews, 

the Book of Psalms, as you might expect, has 

30 references to thanks or thanksgiving. 

In the New Testament, we find Jesus 

setting the example for us as He gave thanks at 

the feeding of the 4,000 (Matthew 15:36), and 

the institution of the Lord’s Supper (Matthew 

26:27).  On Paul’s frightening journey to 

Rome, he expressed thanks for the food he and 

others were about to eat on that storm-tossed 

ship (Acts 27:35).  Paul lists some sinful 

things which should not be named among us 

and then said that instead, GIVING OF 

THANKS (Ephesians 5:1-4) ought to be.  
Then there is the powerful statement of 

Philippians 4:6-7... Be careful for nothing; Be careful for nothing; Be careful for nothing; Be careful for nothing; 
but in every thing by prayer and supplication but in every thing by prayer and supplication but in every thing by prayer and supplication but in every thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving with thanksgiving with thanksgiving with thanksgiving let your requests be made let your requests be made let your requests be made let your requests be made 
known unto God. known unto God. known unto God. known unto God. 7777    And the peace of God, And the peace of God, And the peace of God, And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall kwhich passeth all understanding, shall kwhich passeth all understanding, shall kwhich passeth all understanding, shall keep eep eep eep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesusyour hearts and minds through Christ Jesusyour hearts and minds through Christ Jesusyour hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  
In each chapter of Colossians our word 

appears (1:12; 2:7; 3:17; 4:2).  See also, 1 

Thessalonians 5:18; 1 Timothy 2:1; Hebrews 

13:15 et.al. 

If you study this word in Scripture, 

you will be left without doubting that God is 

pleased with His people when they THANK 

Him!  May I challenge you to look at the 

dozen letters in our far-right column and spend 

a little time filling in a word or several words 

for each letter (representing something starting 

with that letter) for which YOU are thankful 

to God? 
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Some Notes from the Latest Business 

Meeting… 
15 November 2009 

� Talked about some having difficulty hearing in 
the worship assemblies.  Considered 
possibility of adjustments to the PA System.  
Decided to ask all men who lead prayers to 
come to the front of the auditorium. 

� Considered other distractions that take place 
during worship. 

� Reported the purchase of a dozen new 
Spanish language Bibles. 

� Spoke about songleaders being careful to give 
members time to find the numbers in their 
books before beginning. 

� Decided to help an individual pay a utility bill 
so lights would not have to be turned off. 
 


