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Book of Revelation—Chapter 10 

The Little Book 

 

I. Additional Scriptures/Notes… 

10:1… And I saw another mighty angel…--“Some think the angel was Jesus Himself, but 
this is unlikely: (1) Jesus is never called an angel anywhere else in the book.  (2) The word 

‘another’ is translated from the Greek word allos, which means ‘another of the same kind.’  
(3) It is difficult to conceive that the glorified Lord would swear as the angel did in verse 

6. … The combination of judgment symbols (the cloud, the sun, the burning pillars) and a 

mercy symbol (the rainbow) relate to the message which the angel brought: a bittersweet 

message (vv., 9-10) of judgment and mercy” [David Roper, TRUTH FOR TODAY 

COMMENTARY, Revelation 1-11, p., 391]. 

10:2… And he had in his hand a little book open…--“Since the passage does not reveal 

the exact contents of the little book, one cannot be dogmatic on the matter.  One can, 

however, be dogmatic in regarding this: The small scroll contained a message from God—

and therefore was of the utmost importance.  Whenever God speaks, people should be 

ready to listen (Ps 81:8, 11, 13)” [Roper, p. 393].  

10:3… …seven thunders uttered their voices—“There have been seven churches, a 

book with seven seals, and seven trumpets.  Now there are ‘seven thunders’” [Roper, p. 

394]. 

10:4… …I was about to write…--“Apparently, even as John was experiencing the visions, he 

was writing down what he saw and heard.  This response was natural.  After all, he had 

been told to ‘write in a book what you see’ (1:11), and, by implication, ‘what you hear’” 

[Roper, p. 394]. 

10:7… …the mystery of God should be finished,…--“Michael Wilcock summarized the 

angel’s words like this: ‘The next event in God’s calendar will be Trumpet 7, and that will be 

the end.’  The angel was announcing that the promises of God are sure.  The Roman 

government’s schedule of injustice would take second place to God’s calendar of justice.  

Let the enemies of God do their worst; they could not nullify the Lord’s decrees.  The 

promises of God are still sure.  God’s Word will never pass away (Mt 24:35; 1 Pet 1:23)” 

[Roper, p. 399]. 

10:8-11… “When the church faces perilous times, what should it do?  Go into hiding?  Wait, 

trembling, for God to intervene?  Soften its message so it will offend no one?  Revelation 

10 and 11 declare that in trouble times, the church is to be bold, courageous, even 

outspoken.  Chapter 10 stresses that the church can meet such a difficult challenge by 

first appreciating the Word (vv., 1-7), and then appropriating it (vv., 8-11)” [Roper, p. 399-

400]. 

10:11… …Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and 
tongues, and kings—“God’s revelation of His plans and purposes is not for the chosen 

few.  It is for ‘all the world’ (Mk 16:15), for ‘all the nations (Mt 28:19), for ‘all men’ (1 Tim 

2:4; Titus 2:11)” [Roper, p. 393]. 

 

II. Chronology. 

BIBLE PERIOD:  The Period of the Church. 
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III. Summary.  Taken from: Frank Pack, Revelation, Part I, pp., 81-84. 

This scene opens with the prophet once more transferred back to earth, although he does not 

mention the change in the text.  He saw ‘another strong angel coming down out of heaven’ 

similar to the one in 5:2 who uttered the call throughout the universe to find the one 

worthy to open the seals of the closed book.  The strong angel here was clothed in a cloud 

and had a rainbow upon his head.  The rainbow is connected with the glory that surrounds 

the throne of God (4:3).  His face shone through as the sun, and his feet were flaming like 

pillars of fire.  Some have interpreted this angel to be Christ Himself, but against this 

interpretation is the fact that Christ is nowhere else in all the New Testament spoken of 

as an angel.  Angels are created beings of a spiritual rank, while Christ as the son of God 

shares the full nature of the Godhead and is eternal.  However, the description given 

concerning this angle indicates that he is closely associated with the presence of God and 

Christ, and therefore the announcement that he has to make is of tremendous 

significance. 

In his hand is a little book that is opened, in contrast to the close-sealed book in chapter 5.  This 

is not a closed book; this is an open book, which indicates that it will show a part of God’s 

great purposes.  …  To understand the contents of it in particular, one must wait until 

verse 11.  Planting his right foot on the sea and his left on the earth, he stands astride the 

world and his great voice like the roaring of a lion cries out to all the universe (Joel 3:16).  

…  Because the angel has come down as a mighty one from heaven and speaks in this great 

shout, we are reminded once more that this is a revelation that comes from God.  

Accompanying his shout, the seven thunders are heard, but their message is not revealed.  

What the seven thunders said is kept from us at the command of heaven, and there is no 

need to try to speculate about the nature of the seven thunders. 

Now the prophet sees the angel lift his hand in a great oath to swear by God who lives forever and 

ever and who has created the heavens, the earth, the sea, and all that exists within them 

‘that there shall be delay no longer.’  The raised hand toward heaven is the customary 

gesture for taking an oath before the God who dwells in heaven (Dan 12:7; Deut 32:40).  …  

The whole scene is intended to affirm the fact that God will complete His purpose.  The 

promise is that in the days of the voice of the seventh angel when he is about to sound, 

‘the mystery of God’ will be finished.  The word mystery in the New Testament is often 

used concerning the purpose of God to indicate that which has been hidden, or only 

partially revealed, but is now to be made fully manifest.   

The same voice that had forbidden him from heaven to write down the voices of the seven 

thunders in verse 4 now gives the command to John to go up to the angel and take the 

book that is open upon his hand. 

John did as he was commanded to do, asking that the angel give him the little book.  The angel 

commanded him to take the book and eat it up.  …  By this is meant that he is to take it 

and fully understand it, spiritually to masticate it.  Some commentators see in this 

statement the significance that God never forces His revelation upon anyone, but that his 

messenger must be a willing one to take that which is put before him. 

John is told that in eating it he will find that it will be sweet to his mouth like honey, but it will be 

bitter in his stomach.  This has been called bittersweet.  There is a mixture of sweet and 

bitter in what he will say.  God’s promises and God’s judgment make up the bittersweet.  …  

These two aspects of any proclamation of God’s word come clearly to the fore.  No one can 

proclaim God’s word without emphasizing the mercy and love, the gracious provisions of 

God’s redemption for man.  But the bitter part has to do with the judgments and the 

warnings regarding evil, sin, and rebellion to the will of God.   
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…No one can be true to the divine revelation who does not combine the bitter and the sweet.  This 

is not to say that God’s people delight in the judgments and the warnings, but rather 

recognize that there are these two aspects in the revelation of God’s will. 

In this lesson we are once more reminded of God’s sovereign lordship over history and the 

commission given to the prophet is that of continuing to show how His divine purposes will 

be worked out to the victory of His people and His righteousness. 

 

IV. Outline. 

1. The Mighty Angel (Revelation 10:1-7). 

2. The “Little Book,” and the Prophet (10:8-11). 

 

V. Questions. 

True or False 
01. _____ Creation is mentioned in chapter 10. 

02. _____ The angel refused to give to John the “little book.” 

03. _____ The mighty angel who was clothed with a cloud had a helmet on his head. 

04. _____ At the sounding of the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be finished. 

05. _____ In this chapter thunder had a voice. 

Multiple Choice (Select the BEST Answer) 

06. _____ Which of the following was NOT part of the group to whom John was to 

prophesy: (a) kings; (b) tongues; (c) locusts; (d) nations. 

07. _____ What is described in this chapter as being OPEN: (a) a door; (b) heavens; (c) a 

little book. 

08. _____ The face of the mighty angel in this chapter was like: (a) the sun; (b) 10,000 

stars; (c) a child’s. 

09. _____ That which the mighty angel swore was: (a) false; (b) that time would be no 

more; (c) destruction doubled. 

10. _____ In reaction to the voices of the seven thunders, John was about to: (a) turn away; 

(b) write; (c) speak. 

Fill in the Blanks 

11. The mighty angel’s __________  __________ was on the earth; his right foot was upon 

the ________. 

12. Regarding what John heard, he was told to __________ them up, and ___________ 

them not! 

13. Prophets are spoken of here as ______________. 

14. John took the little book and __________ it up. 

15. The mighty angel lifted up his __________ to ____________. 

Each Question is worth 7 Points 

My Score is:  ________ 

Answers will be found on next week’s handout 

 

ANSWERS to Revelation 9 Questions… [(1) True, Rev 9:4; (2) False, 9:10; (3) False, 9:16; 

(4) False, 9:20; (5) True, 7; (6) H, 17; (7) E, 2; (8) A, 13-14; (9) F, 20; (10) G, 8; (11) murders, 

sorceries, fornication, thefts, 21; (12) key, bottomless, 1; (13) golden, before, 13; (14) death, 6; 

(15) Abaddon, Apollyon, bottomless, 11]. 

 

VII. Lessons & Applications.  Taken from: David Roper, pp., 403-407. 

1. The Little Book (Chapter 10). 
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As previously noted, chapter 10 has two main points: (1) Appreciate the Message, and (2) 

Appropriate the message.  Another way to divide the chapter would be: (1) The Character 

of the Message, and (2) The Demands of the Message.  …  Chapter 10 fascinates writers.  

Here are possible titles for lessons on the passage: ‘The Abiding Word,’ ‘The Finished 

Mystery,’ ‘The Mystery of Mercy,’ ‘The Gospel of Redemption,’ and ‘The Rainbow Angel.’  

Other possible titles include: ‘The Angel and the Little Book,’ ‘A Big Angel and a Little 

Book,’ and ‘A Little Book Opened.’ 

2. God’s Truth (10:1-7).  Whatever else the little book was, it was a message from God 

and thus took on the characteristics of every word that comes from His mouth.  This 

message was magnificent, universal, succinct, and immutable.  John, therefore, was to 

appreciate, admire, accept, and acknowledge it—even as we should respond to God’s 

message for today, the Bible. 

      Today the world is engaged in a mad search for what is called ‘truth,’ not realizing that 

real truth is to be found in an old Book which has often been cast aside.  A poet has said,  

We search the world for truth; 

We cull the good, the pure, the beautiful, 

From graven stone and written scroll 

And all old flower fields of the soul; 

And, weary seekers of the best, 

We come back laden from our quest, 

To find that all the sages said 

Is in the Book our mothers read. 

[John Greenleaf Whittier, in Miriam]. 

3. Eating the Little Book (10:8-11). 

Possible titles for a lesson on 10:8-11 include: ‘The Bittersweet Message,’ ‘The Joy and the 

Sorrow of Being God’s Messenger,’ and ‘A Job that is Never Finished.’ 

4. Consuming the Word of God (10:8-11).  One of the greatest needs of the church today 

is for all Christians to make God’s Word an integral part of themselves.  This task cannot 

be accomplished by occasionally tasting the Word or by taking weekly nibbles.  We must 

‘eat’ the Word.  We must read it until it becomes part of our minds.  We must study it 

until it becomes part of our hearts.  We must ponder it until it becomes part of our lives.  

Then, and only then, will ‘the word of Christ richly dwell within us’ (Col 3:16). 

      This goal can only be achieved if we are willing to accept the bitter along with the 

sweet.  God has given no one the option of swallowing the sweet and spitting out the bitter.  

To please Him, we must ‘eat it all,’ accept it all, and obey it all. 

5. Prophesy Again (10:11).  The commission to prophesy was directed to John, but 

application can be made to every Christian.  The Lord has laid on each of us the moral 

obligation of taking the Word to all people (Mt 28:19; Mk 16:15; Lk 24:47).  Chapter 10 

challenges each of us to appreciate the Word, to appropriate the Word, and then to share 

that Word with others. 

           Someone has said that there are two important days in a man’s life: the first, the day 

he was born, and the second, the day he learns WHY he was born.  The Bible teaches that 

our primary purpose for being is to glorify God (Mt 5:16; 1 Cor 6:20;1 Pet 2:12; 4:16)—and 

one important way we do that is by telling others about His Word. 
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VIII. Seek-A-Word Puzzle. 

 

A Z A Q X S W E E T V F R T B P Y N M T 

M N B V C X Z L K J H G F D S U C V F O 

T L I V E T H F O R E V E R S T S L E N 

V F R E N C X S W Q A Z B R T I H E M M 

U I S K O O P E R F Y H E M J T I F L E 

P O E U L T R E W Q A D X Z A A W T X H 

D I U F O F R T S U N H Y U J E K F D T 

H S G D N A Q W E U C X T W Q A X O R E 

E A N V G G T R H S A O W E D S X O A T 

G W O N E J U T K J O G B H H Y T T E I 

C S T R R W N X C F V B T J I U K P H R 

M T H Y T E B V T R E U C Y S O Q A I W 

O A F R V G B H H Y O J L K O O L P O I 

U N M E H Y G G B M F L E B C X S W Y A 

Z D S D F I V B Y T E H E M W U I R T G 

H V F R R D C M S B Q L Z X V F E E D D 

B E M J U F H G Y R T W S X C T I Q W A 

B G A Y H I M M U T T R F V S N M T L Y 

P I U R D R W S I C Z A Q Y E W D C E S 

W Q A X D E B L M J H I M Y Q A Z D R L 

[The words (or word locaters) listed below are to be found in the text of our lesson.  They also are found in the 

puzzle above.  This is just one more way to reinforce what you have studied from the text.  Why not read the 

whole verse where the word is found one more time as you do the puzzle?  Thank you for the good effort you are 

putting forth in Bible study.  Let’s desire the sincere milk of the word that we may grow (1 Pet 2:2).  DRL] 

 

Revelation 10 

sun, 1 no longer, 6 

fire, 1 days, 7 

right foot, 2 mystery, 7 

left foot, 2 I heard, 8 

lion, 3 little book, 8 

seven thunders, 3 eat it up, 9 

heard, 4 sweet, 9 

write them not, 4 my mouth, 10 

I saw stand, 5 my belly, 10 

liveth for ever, 6 tongues, 11 

 

For a crossword puzzle on the chapter visit:  http://lemmonsaid.wordpress.com/bible-crossword-puzzles/  


