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CO�TE�D FOR THE FAITH  (Jude 3-4)

by Wade L. Webster

Jude wrote, "Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common

salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should

earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.  For there

are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this

condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of God into lasciviousness, and

denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ" (Jude 3-4).  Jude saw the

need to write the brethren and to exhort them to "earnestly contend for the faith"

because of the false teachers that had "crept in unawares."  Jude could write this

same letter to any host of congregations today.  Let's notice three things that these

verses teach the Christian about contending for the faith.

FIRST, we see the MANNER in which we are to contend.  Jude said that we are

earnestly to contend.  The phrase "earnestly contend" is literally "to wrestle, strive,

or agonize."  The secular writers used these words to describe the intense effort that

the athletes put forth to win the Grecian games of the first century.  Paul, in

comparing the Christian life to a race, used similar terminology (1 Cor 9:24,25). 

Likewise, the phrase "earnestly contend" describes the intense efforts which are to

characterize the faithful as they stand for the truth.  We cannot give a halfhearted

stand for truth and fulfill this command.  The Lord has never been satisfied with

those that are trying to remain in the middle between what's right and what's wrong. 

He condemned the Laodiceans for their lukewarmness and the congregations of

Pergamos and Thyatira because they failed to stand against the false teachers that

were among them (Rev 3:14-16; 2:12-15;20).  We must never be "ashamed of the

gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth;

to the Jew first, and also tot he Greek" (Rom 1:16).

SECOND, we see the MESSAGE for which we are to contend.  Jude said that we

are to contend earnestly for THE FAITH.  The phrase THE FAITH stands for the

system of faith that we have revealed for us in the New Testament.  For example, in
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the book of Galatians we read concerning Paul, "But they had heard only, that he

which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed"

(Gal 1:23).  Also, in the book of Acts we read that "a great company of the priests

were obedient to the faith" (Acts 6:7).  As Christians, we are not to contend for just

any religious doctrine, but rather for what the New Testament teaches.

THIRD, we see the MEN with whom we are to contend.  Jude wrote, "For there are

certain men crept in unawares..." (Jude 4).  Here Jude told the brethren the men

against whom they were to contend for the faith--false teachers.  These false

teachers were trying to turn "the grace of our God into lasciviousness."  Jude wanted

the brethren to stand up for the truth, which included standing against these false

teachers.  After warning the brethren of the presence of the false teachers, Jude

begins a lengthy description of the false teachers to help the brethren to be able to

detect them (vv 8-16).  Jude wanted these brethren to have the attitude that Paul

expressed in the book of Galatians.  Paul wrote, "And that because of false brethren

unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in

Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: To whom we gave place by

subjection, no, not for an hour that the truth of the gospel might continue with you"

(Gal 2:4-5).  We are not to harbor false teachers, but rather to mark and avoid them

(Rom 16:17-18).  False teachers may appear to be ministers of righteousness, but

they are in reality the ministers of Satan (2 Cor 11:15).  We must not support them in

any way lest we become partakers of their evil deeds and suffer with them in their

condemnation (2 Jn 9-11).

Jude wrote the brethren to teach them the MANNER in which they were to contend,

the MESSAGE for which they were to contend, and the MEN against whom they

were to contend.  May we also heed Jude's words and stand against the false

teachers of our day who are making "havoc of the church."

=======================================

______________ end of article _____________
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LEMMONS-AID is intended for members of churches of

Christ and designed to REFRESH the soul, in the spirit of

Romans 14:19; occasionally including a bit of SALT

( Jude 3) to help to preserve our PURITY (Eph 5:25-27).

The Greatest AID that David Lemmons or Anyone Else Can

Give Comes from the Bible.  "Happy is he that hath the God

of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God"

(Ps 146:5)

Produced by David Lemmons < dlemmons@hcis.net >

preacher for the North Marshall church of Christ, Calvert

City, KY.
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To subscribe to this free list, go to...

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LemmonsAid OR... send a message to:

LemmonsAid-Subscribe@YahooGroups.com

Please, feel free to forward these mailings to other brethren. If you would like to

search through the archived articles, please go to...

http://www.hcis.net/users/dlemmons/laa01.htm

OR, all of the past articles are archived in PDF files (25 at a time), all 550 of them

on the LemmonsAid, YahooGroups Site at...

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LemmonsAid/files

HTML copy of this particular post is at:

http://www.LemmonsAid.net/la810.htm

If you are interested in URL Links to Bible Study helps and other helpful links,

please visit the "Bookmarks" section of LemmonsAid on YahooGroups at...

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LemmonsAid/links

HELP us, please, grow to 1,000 in 2,003. ThAnKs!
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