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Is the Sword Dependable?
by David Lemmons

Introduction:

1. "And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the

    Spirit, which is the word of God" (Eph 6:17).

2. Regarding the text:

    1) This passage clearly pictures God's word as a sword.

    2) The sword is used both as an offensive weapon and a

        defensive weapon.

    3) Jesus used this sword successfully in His battle with

        Satan in the wilderness (Mt 4:10-11).

    4) When Stephen used this sword, it "cut to the heart"

        (Acts 7:54).

    5) This sword is sharper than any other sword (Heb 4:12).

    6) Peter used this sword mightily to "prick" the hearts of

        those Jews who heard him on the first Pentecost after the

        resurrection of Jesus (Acts 2:37).

    7) This sword has a unique power--the power to save the

        souls of lost men (Rom 1:16).

    8) The Lord did not intend that this sword should be hung on

        the wall as an ornament, but rather that it should be used

        throughout the world (Mt 28:18-20).

    9) Is this sword really what it claims to be? Did Jesus

       send us out to do battle with Satan with only half a sword?

    10) It is clearly the case that the Bible claims to be all

        that we need in our warfare against Satan (2 Pet 1:3).

    11) The New Testament claims to be THE FINAL revelation from

        God to man!

DISCUSSION:

I. THERE IS �O OTHER (Gal 1:6-9).

    1. Who were the people to whom Paul wrote the Galatian

        letter?

        1) The people were mainly Gauls (French).

        2) Concerning these people, Julius Caesar said, "The

           infirmity of the Gauls is that they are fickle in their

           resolves and fond of change, and not to be trusted."

        3) Thierry said: “Frank, impetuous, impressible, eminently

           intelligent, but at the same time extremely changeable,

           inconsistent, fond of show, perpetually quarreling, the
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           fruit of excessive vanity."

    2.  The Galatians had accepted Paul and received his

        instructions at first (Gal 4:14-15).

    3.  After Paul’s departure, certain Judaizing teachers had

        come to them and perverted or added to the teaching

        Paul had done, requiring them to submit to circumcision.

    4.  In this passage, Paul says that these Galatians were

        turning to another gospel which was not a gospel.

        1)  The Greek language has two distinct words for the

            English word “another.”

        2)  One word means another of the same kind (allos);

            the other word (heteros) means another of a

            different kind.

        3)  Both of these Greek words are used in this passage.

        4)  Paul says that they were removing from the gospel

            of Christ unto another gospel of a different kind,

            which is NOT a gospel of the same kind.

    5.  This gospel the Galatians were turning to went beyond

        (added to) what was required by God for salvation.

    6.  By accepting the teaching of the Judaizing teachers, the

        Galatians evidently felt that the sword (gospel)

        delivered by Paul was not dependable, that it was

        inadequate, and susceptible to change.

    7.  Paul begins his letter to them by correcting that

        misconception.

    8.  The gospel delivered by Paul was dependable, it

        was adequate, and it was not susceptible to change--

        Paul says that in accepting this false teaching they

        had “fallen from grace” (Gal 5:4).

    9.  Paul illustrates forcefully his meaning by saying

        that even if Paul himself, or an angel from heaven

        tried to change the gospel which they had received,

        that the curse of God would rest upon them.

    10.  Paul wanted these Galatians once and for all to

        get the message that the gospel he preached was

        dependable and unchanging in its nature.

    11.  This passage destroys the idea that God is

        still revealing Himself to man today through

        anything other than the Bible.

II.  GOD REVEALED HIMSELF THROUGH JESUS.

    1.  Read Hebrews 1:1-3.

    2.  This passage shows that God spoke to the

        fathers by means of the prophets.

    3.  A contrast is shown between the revelation IN PART

        through the prophets and the COMPLETE revelation

        in Jesus.

    4.  Each prophet had only revealed a part of the truth.

    5.  The prophets uttered many prophecies which they

        did not understand themselves.

        1)  1 Peter 1:10-12.
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        2)  Ephesians 3:1-6, 10-11.

        3)  Romans 16:25-26.

    6.  Jesus was (is) truth (Jn 14:6) and He delivered the

        whole truth to His apostles.

        1)  Luke 24:44-49.

        2)  John 16:13.

        4)  Acts 1:5-8.

    7.  The apostles then delivered the whole truth both

        orally and in written form.

        1)  2 Peter 3:14-18.

        2)  Hebrews 2:3-4

    8.  We know that the revelation given to the apostles of

        Jesus was complete because Jesus Himself was God

        in the flesh (Jn 1:1-3, 14, 17-18).

    9.  It was the times PAST in which God revealed Himself

        through the prophets that His revelation was not

        complete.

    10.  The contrast made in this passage between the partial

        of the old covenant and the complete revelation, through

        Jesus, of the new covenant, is very clear.

    11.  The “last days” of the passage began with the first

        coming of Christ (Gal 4:4; Heb 9:26) and will end with

        His second coming (Mt 13:39-43, 49; 2 Pet 3:1-4).

    12.  To summarize:

        1)  Revelation was completed in Jesus Christ.

        2)  The old covenant was fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

        3)  The new covenant (the PRESENT covenant) was

            begun by Jesus Christ in the first century.

        4)  The present system will end with Jesus’ second

            coming.

        5)  The sword of the Spirit is complete and dependable

            and fully capable of defending those who would use

            it, and it will not change.

III.  IT IS PERFECT (Jas 1:21-25).

    1.  In this passage are four references to God’s revealed

        word...

        1)  “engrafted word.”

        2)  “doer of the word”

        3)  “hearer of the word”

        4)  “perfect law of liberty”

    2.  This implanted or engrafted word is able to save the

        souls of men when the soil is suitable for the seed

        (Lk 8:9-15).

    3.  However, in order to be saved we must continue to

        look into the perfect law of liberty.

    4.  This perfect law of liberty is the gospel of Christ

        (Jas 2:8 + Mt 7:12).

    5.  The Greek word for PERFECT in this passage

        means “fully accomplished or developed.”

    6.  If the gospel is complete and able to save the souls
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        of men, what need is there for any further

        revelation?

    7.  We have no need for a new weapon to replace

        the sword of the Spirit, our need is to use that

        sword in the saving of lost souls and defending

        the faith.

IV.  IT IS THE MYSTERY REVEALED (Eph 3:1-6).

    1.  In this passage Paul mentions revelation specifically.

    2.  Paul had written down part of this revelation.

    3.  Paul was the one chosen to preach the gospel to

        the Gentiles (Acts 9:15).

    4.  In verse 3 Paul refers to the mystery.

    5.  Jesus had revealed the mystery to Paul.

        1)  Acts 26:16-18.

        2)  Gal 1:11-12.

    6.  The mystery was the fact that salvation through

        obedience to the gospel was to be preached to

        the Gentiles as well as the Jews (v. 6).

    7.  This mystery was the fact that salvation through

        obedience to the gospel was to be preached to

        the Gentiles as well as the Jews (v. 6).

    8.  Clearly it is the case that God’s plan of salvation

        was to be open to ALL men.

    9.  An implication which can be drawn from this

        passage (esp., v. 4) is that what was formerly only

        partially revealed (a mystery), is now fully

        revealed (not a mystery).

V.  IT WAS O�CE FOR ALL DELIVERED (Jude 3).

    1.  This verse very clearly indicates that Jude had

        intended to write this epistle to deal with the

        “common salvation.”  Evidently Jude had received

        word that those to whom he was writing were

        facing some false teachers.  Jude therefore changes

        the thrust of his message and very strongly urges

        them to resist any change of THE faith which had

        been delivered to them.

    2.  The Greek word for “earnestly contend” is a word

        which appears only once in the New Testament,

        that is in this passage.

    3.  The form of the word is the present tense of the

        infinitive which indicates there is no end to the

        contending.

    4.  The presence of the definite article (the) before

        “faith,” in the Greek text indicates that Jude is

        referring to the objective body of truth which

        God has revealed to man.

    5.  The fact that the Greek word for “delivered” is

        an aorist participle shows that “the faith” was

        delivered in the PAST.
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    6.  The rendering of the ASV and other versions is

        more correct regarding “once for all” than is the

        KJV  “once.”

        1)  The Greek word is an adverb of time, meaning

            “once, one time; emphatically ONCE and no

            more, once for all, already...” (Robinson,

            LEXICON OF THE NEW TESTAMENT).

        2)  Considering the context, along with other key

            words and phrases in Jude 3, “once for all” is

            the more accurate translation.

    7.  Jude 3 clearly shows that the revelation from God

        to man HAS BEEN DELIVERED and is not

        being delivered today.

    8.  We can depend on that word TODAY!

Conclusion:

1.  By looking into these 5 passages, we have seen that

    God’s revealed word makes certain claims for itself.

2.  All claims made by men today which argue against

     the Bible’s own claim for itself--that it is ALL

     SUFFICIENT--are false claims!!!
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LEMMONS-AID is intended for members of churches of

Christ and designed to REFRESH the soul, in the spirit of

Romans 14:19; occasionally including a bit of SALT

( Jude 3) to help to preserve our PURITY (Eph 5:25-27).

The Greatest AID that David Lemmons or Anyone Else Can

Give Comes from the Bible.  "Happy is he that hath the God

of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God"

(Ps 146:5)

Produced by David Lemmons < David@LemmonsAid.net >

preacher for the North Marshall church of Christ,

Calvert City, KY.
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