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New Testament scholar Donald Guthrie wrote, "As
long as men need stern rebukes for their practices, the
Epistle of Jude will remain relevant. Its neglect reflects
more the superficiality of the generation that neglects
it than the irrelevance of its burning message." (New
Testament Introduction, p. 928.) This article is devoted
to a study of Jude 1-4.

Introduction (vv. 1,2)
The author identifies himself in three ways. First he

gives his name, Jude. A number of men by this name
are mentioned in the New Testament, so additional
insight is needed. He is "a servant of Jesus Christ." A
servant is literally a "slave," specifically one who sur-
renders his will to that of another. In other words, Jude
is a Christian, one who has surrendered his will to that
of Christ. Third, he is "a brother of James." This James
is the brother of Jesus, a leader in the Jerusa lem
church and the author of the letter that bears his name.
(Acts 15:18; Galatians 1:18; 2:9; Matthew 13:55; Mark
6:3.)

The recipients are also identified in three ways. First
they are "called" through the gospel. (Mark 16:15,16;
Romans 1:16,17; 2 Thessalonians 2:14.) They are also
"beloved in Cod the Father." God loved them, as he
loves all men, especially his children through Christ.
(Romans 5:8; John 3:16,17; Galatians 3:26,27.) They
are also "kept for Jesus Christ," to the honor and glory
of God.

Jude salutes his readers in three ways. First he salutes
them with mercy, a greeting that includes compassion
and pity. The second part of the salutation is peace,
which includes general well-being and goodness. The
third part of the salutation is love, the highest and best
form of love the world has known or can know. (John
3:16,17; Matthew 23:34-40; 1 Corinthians 13:1-
13.) Jude's prayer is that all of these will "be
multiplied," or grow and increase.

Purpose (vv. 3,4)
Jude states the purpose of his letter in the next two

verses. First he mentions that he was very eager to
write about their common salvation. It was common in
that as Christians they shared its benefits and hopes
through Christ. "The 'common salvation' about which
the author had intended to write is so styled because it
is available to all and denied to none who comply with
the conditions thereof." (Guy N. Woods, Peter, John,
Jude. p. 384.) It was the "common faith" (Titus 1:4),
but it was also "so great a salvation." (Hebrews 2:3.)

However, news had come to Jude of false teachers
who were spreading their erroneous doctrines among

the brethren. Therefore Jude says, "I was constrained
to write unto you to contend earnestly for the faith
which was once and for all delivered unto the saints."
To be constrained to find it "needful" (KJV). He wrote
to exhort them, which is to call them to stand for the
faith. In fact, they were to "contend earnestly for" the
faith. The single Greek word is a combination of epi
(upon or about) and agon (a contest). They are to
fight, contend and agonize for the faith, as an athlete
might wrestle to pin his opponent, a runner might
strain to win a race, or a soldier might fight for his life.

This faith is the gospel which has been "once for all
delivered." God delivered the Christian faith to the
apostles and other inspired writers who recorded it
through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. (2 Timothy
3:16,17; 2 Peter 1:21.) That revealed body of doctrine
is the New Testament. (1 Corinthians 13:8-10.) Cod's
will has been once-for-all-time delivered to us in the
new covenant.

Why had Jude needed to write? He wrote to refut e
the doctrines of the false teachers and to encourage
Christians to contend earnestly for the faith. Who were
these false teachers? They were specific individuals who
had crept or entered in without revealing their true
identity or motives, who were "written of beforehand."
The Old Testament had already said that such evil men
were condemned for their ungodly ways. They were
under condemnation because they were wicked men
who cared nothing for God or his word. (John 17:17.)
What were these men doing? They were "turning the
grace of our God into lasciviousness." They were
attempting to use the grace of God as a license to prac-
tice evil. (Compare Romans 6:1ff.) Further, they were
"denying our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ." They
denied the Father and the Son by their teachings and
their conduct. The brethren were warned to be on guard
against all false teachers.

Conclusion
Jude, who had started to write a letter to

Christians about their common salvation, felt it
necessary to write a letter urging them to "contend
earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to the
saints." He found this needful because of the false
teachers who had at tempted to turn the grace of God
into laciviousness and denied the only Lord and
Master, Jesus Christ. Surely the warning of Jude
concerning the need to contend earnestly for the faith
which was delivered once-for-all-time is relevant
today.
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