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What is the significance of the word "sensual" in Jude's
statement, "These are they who make separations, sensual,
having not the Spirit?" (Jude 19.)

The word "sensual" in this passage is translated from the same
Greek word as "natural," in 1 Corinthians 2:14: "The natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of Cod; for they are
foolishness unto him and he cannot know them, because they
are spiritually discerned." The root for the word "sensual" is the
same as that translated "soul" in the New Testament—psyche.

These people of whom Jude wrote were, therefore, soulish
characters. The word "soul" is a generic term; it is not possible to
assign to it a specific meaning in each instance where it occurs—
the context determines this. Here, in contrast with the higher
nature of man it denotes that which pertains to a man as a man;
and is, hence, the basis of a manner of life inferior and lower
than that described as spiritual. The word sometimes refers to
people as persons (1 Peter 3:20); sometimes, to the physical life
man possesses in common with beasts (Psalm 78:50, Sept.); and
occasionally, it is used to mean the same thing as the spirit of man.
(Revelation 6:6-9.)

Thus, the soul stands midway between the body and the spirit.
He who yields himself to the demands of the flesh becomes a
fleshly person; he who by communion of his spirit with God's
Spirit—through the teaching he has given—attains to a spiritual
level in life. A "natural man," in the concept set out in 1
Corinthians 2:14, is a person who lives on the plane of the
soul—a lower nature than that of the spirit—but higher than that
of one who wholly yields to fleshly impulses and whose life is
largely controlled by the flesh. Man is therefore a triune being—
he is possessed of a body, a soul and a spirit. He is capable of
living on either of these levels; and the manner of life he exhibits
is an index to that which controls his bei ng. Those who are
"sensual" are influenced by a wisdom which is from below,
rather than that which is from above, evidencing that they "have
not the Spirit." Being without the guidance of the Spirit through
the word of truth, their lives are sensual, earthly, devilish.
(James 3:15.)


