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Introduction to Revelation #1 

 

DRL Note:  We look forward to studying together the final book of the Bible, the Book of Revelation.  Sometimes, in Bible 

Class situations, after studying Jude, the tact is taken to PASS OVER Revelation and go back to Matthew to wend 

through the New Testament again.  Such is unwise for many reasons. We hope our journey through this great book 

will be an encouragement.  This study will begin with a couple of lessons of INTRODUCTION, then we will take 

a look at the text of each chapter.  The two lessons of introduction are very important, even though, no specific 

text will be studied. 
 

I studied Revelation at Brown Trail under Roy Hardeman Deaver.  In the Preface to his book, Revelation 

Simplified, he presented to his students this challenge… 

Though shrouded by apprehension and ignorance, and most often approached only with 

reluctance and doubt, the book of Revelation can become a source of hope, inspiration, 

faith, courage, and strength for the Christian of our day, just as it did for the Christian of 

the first century.  IF he will make an effort to be among those WHO READ, WHO HEAR, 

AND WHO KEEP THE THINGS THAT ARE WRITTEN THEREIN (Revelation 1:3). 

 

If you will approach this study without prejudgment, you will find that upon its completion 

you have been richly blessed with greater appreciation for the magnificent Revelation… 

--A message of hope in the time of despair. 

--A message of strength in a time of weakness. 

--A message of victory at a time of apparent defeat. 

You will find Revelation to be… 

--Absolutely magnificent. 

--Astoundingly beautiful. 

--Amazingly simple……………………………….and you will be 

   Surprised to find it………………………..UNDERSTANDABLE! 

 

The following background material for the study of Revelation was taken from the booklet, Simple Studies in the 

Revelation, by Rubel Shelly, pp. 5-9, produced in 1973 by Bible & School Supply of Montgomery, AL.  

In using this material, I surely am not desirous of promoting any more recent writings done by brother 

Shelly, who has made a 180-degree turn in many of his doctrinal positions. 

 

Apocalyptic Literature 

 The book of Revelation belongs to a class of literature termed “apocalyptic.”  The Old Testament 

books of Daniel and Ezekiel, along with parts of Zechariah, belong to the same class. 

 The word “apocalyptic” comes from a compound Greek word which refers to the taking off of a 

veil so as to discover what was previously hidden.  The purpose of such literature was not to hide the 

writer’s message but to make it vivid and impressive through the use of signs and symbols.  This type of 

literature ordinarily appeared in difficult times and sought to convey a message of optimism and hope.  

That God is in control of history and fully capable of bringing human beings and human events to his 

desired divine goal is the confidence which underlies such literature.  That the book of Revelation belongs 

to this category is evident. 

 Revelation was written at a crisis time in the history of the church.  The very existence of the 

body of Christ was being threatened.  Christians were being persecuted almost everywhere and a number 

of them had already died as martyrs because of their steadfast allegiance to Jesus Christ as Lord.  This 

book was therefore written in an optimistic spirit and was designed to assure its readers that their cause 

would ultimately triumph.  The theme of the book can be expressed in these words: God’s way of truth 

and righteousness will triumph over all its foes! 

http://lemmonsaid.wordpress.com/


  A Study of Intro to Revelation (1).………………………………….………………………………….Page 2 of 5 

The links to copies of handouts online are at: http://LemmonsAid.WordPress.com Look under: PAGES   

 Since the church was having to exist under a virtual police state when Revelation was written, the 

apocalyptic form was the ideal method for the Holy Spirit to use in revealing the message of 

encouragement which constitutes this book.  The symbols used to refer to the Roman government and its 

anti-Christian rulers served to protect both the writer and his readers.  Those who were not Christians 

would see the book as merely a fanciful tale involving monsters, angels, and spirits.  But the Christians 

would understand that these were symbolic representatives of the contestants in the ongoing struggle 

between truth and righteousness on the one hand and error and wickedness on the other.  They would 

easily discern the message of the book that the former was guaranteed victory over the latter. 

 Understanding only this much about the nature of the literary form of Revelation aids one 

immensely in his effort to interpret the book.  One must realize that the essential message of the book 

can be understood without understanding every detailed part of the symbolism used to convey the 

message. 

 One should study Revelation with the goal of understanding the significance of its symbolism to 

the first-century readers of the book.  The bearing of the encouraging message of Revelation on the 

present-day problems of Christians can then be seen easily and appreciated. 

 Some of the problems of interpreting Revelation are enormously complex and difficult.  But 

the gist of its message is clear enough to be grasped by every reader—Revelation 1:3, 

“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 

those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.” 

The Author 

 The book purports to the “the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:1).  Therefore, it is technically 

incorrect to label it “the Revelation of John.”  However, the man who wrote down Christ’s revelation for 

its delivery to the saints was named John (1:1, 4, 9; 22:8).  There is no valid reason for doubting that this 

was the apostle John who also wrote four other New Testament books. 

Date of Writing 

 Revelation was written in A.D. 95 or 96 while John was a prisoner in exile under the Roman 

emperor Domitian. 

 Some would date the book prior to A.D. 70 (i.e., the date of the destruction of Jerusalem) based 

upon the contention that chapter eleven indicates that the temple at Jerusalem was still standing.  This 

would make Nero the emperor at the time of writing and would mean that the persecutions reflected in 

the book were those occurring during his reign.  In reply to this view, numerous weighty objections may 

be raised: 

 The symbolism of the book forces one to be cautious in dogmatically asserting that the 

Temple of chapter eleven is the literal Temple in Jerusalem. 

 The Neronian persecutions were confined to Rome and were not (as those assumed in 

Revelation) of a general nature throughout the empire. 

 Emperor worship is clearly an issue in Revelation but was NOT an issue under Nero. 

 It is not reasonable to assume that the condition of the churches of Asia at the time of 

this book could be made to correspond with such an early date. 

 No early writers among the so-called “church fathers” assign such an early date to the book. 

 

Thus it is that the idea of assigning an early date to Revelation and attempting to find its 

fulfillment in the events of the destruction of Jerusalem are on shaky ground, to say the least. 

 The evidence for the dating of Revelation near the close of the first century is quite strong.  

FIRST, the matter of emperor worship points to Domitian.  Although emperors before him had taken 

certain titles and prerogatives of deity unto themselves, it was under Domitian that an insistence on the 

universal worship of the emperor developed.  He was proclaimed dominus et dues  (i.e., “Lord and God”) and 

had images of himself erected throughout the empire.  Since the Christians were committed to ONE 

LORD (i.e., Jesus Christ, cf., Ephesians 4:4-6), they could not bow to the demand of emperor worship.  A 
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sharp confrontation was thus inevitable between the church and the empire.  Some Christians had their 

property confiscated, some were tortured into a confession of the emperor’s deity, some were exiled, 

some were murdered.  This is the situation reflected in Revelation. 

 SECOND, the condition of the churches in Asia Minor reflect a situation quite late in the first 

century.  The church at Ephesus, for example, reflects a condition that could hardly have come about as 

early as A.D. 70.  The church had been founded by Paul on his return from the second missionary journey, 

had received correspondence from Paul around A.D. 60 and—by the time of Revelation—had gone into 

decline.  This process would seem to require a period of time longer than that allowed by an early date.  

Furthermore, Laodicea was destroyed by an earthquake in A.D. 60, but was rebuilt and boasting of its 

riches by the time this book was written (3:17). 

 THIRD, early external testimony to the book places it in the last period of Domitian’s rule.  

Irenaeus says the book was written “at the end of the reign of Domitian.”  The testimony of other early 

writers such as Hippolytus, Clement of Alexander, and Hegesippus supports this contention. 

Destination 

 This book was obviously intended for the seven churches of Asia Minor which are specified in 

chapters two and three.  But, whereas these seven churches constituted the immediate destination of the 

book, there can be no doubt that its message had a much wider relevance. 

 Everywhere the church existed at the time in history when this book was written, its membership 

was subject to persecution.  The message of hope and encouragement was certainly for all these 

congregations.  That such a wide distribution of the book occurred is evident from the attestations to it 

which are available to us. 

 Furthermore, since believers of every generation have to undergo trials of some sort for the sake 

of their faith (cf., 2 Timothy 3:12), this book remains relevant for every generation of saints until the 

final victory over Satan is won! 

Approaches to the Study of Revelation 

Many approaches are taken to the study of this book.  There are four major schools of interpretation… 

1. THE POETIC (or SPIRITUAL) METHOD.  Those who use this method of interpreting Revelation 

allegorize everything in the book and thus destroy any hope of arriving at a definite message from 

its pages.  This view denies the clear contention of the book itself that it is a book of prophecy 

(1:3) and allows each reader to make the book mean whatever he desires it to mean. 

2. THE CONTINUOUS-HISTORICAL METHOD.  This view holds that the book is a blueprint for 

history from A.D. 96 to the end of time.  Those who hold this view claim to find the popes, 

Mohammed, the Reformers, Hitler, and others in the pages of Revelation.  This approach makes 

the book practically meaningless to the people to whom it was originally written, attaches too much 

importance to the Roman Catholic apostasy and often becomes absurd in its fanciful and detailed 

interpretations. 

3. THE PRETERIST METHOD.  This theory holds that Revelation was written prior to A.D. 70 and 

was fulfilled in the series of events involved in the destruction of Jerusalem.  As has already been 

shown in discussing the date of the book, this requires an unjustified and arbitrary dating of the 

book and is inadequate for the explanation of the triumph of the persecuted saints. 

4. THE FUTURISTIC METHOD.  This system of interpretation holds that the things referred to 

from the beginning of chapter four to the end of the book will take place in the time immediately 

prior to Christ’s return and the establishment of His kingdom on earth.  It interprets everything in 

the book quite literally.  It seeks to impose a very literal meaning on what is clearly symbolic 

(apocalyptic) literature.  It turns the kingdom into a carnal rather than a spiritual thing and causes 

this book to contradict other parts of the Bible.  This view adopts the unscriptural theory of 

premillennialism as its base for understanding the book. 

These theories are inadequate and FALSE.  They must be rejected by one who would have a 

tenable base from which to interpret the book.  Such a base is suggested in the following approach… 
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Revelation must be interpreted in the light of the circumstances in which it was 

written.  The church was existing in a period of severe persecution when saints were hunted 

down, imprisoned, and murdered.  This book was written to bring comfort, exhortation, and 

warning to men living under these conditions… 

1. COMFORT to Christians who were being persecuted for Christ’s sake. 

2. EXHORTATION that the saints patiently endure their trials in hope. 

3. WARNING to their enemies of their own eventual overthrow and damnation. 

This view relates the symbolism of the book to the immediate situation of the first century 

church and considers its message as one of optimistic encouragement.  Yet it allows 

Christians of every age—particularly those who live in times of great stress and opposition—

to read this book and be encouraged by its assurances of God’s concern for and control over 

the spiritual welfare of His people. 

  

Therefore, one should study this book with two questions in mind: (1) What did this mean to the 

saints to whom it was first written?  (2) What practical application of this truth can be made to our 

present-day situation? 

Some books to consider in this study: 

David Roper, Revelation, 2 Vols., Truth for Today Commentary, 2002.  

Edward P. Myers, After These Things I Saw, College Press, 1997.  

W. B. West Jr., Revelation Through First Century Glasses, Gospel Advocate, 1997. 

Hugo McCord, The Royal Route of Revelation, 20
th
 Century Christian, 1976. 

Frank Pack, Revelation (Parts I & II), Sweet Publication, 1965. 

Jim Laws, editor, The Book of Revelation, Sain Publications, 1998, the Spiritual Sword Lectures. 

 

Charts below  from Phil Sanders’ online study of Revelation, click H-E-R-E., to read this 70-page commentary. 

 

Some Defined Symbols in Revelation… 
1:20  Seven stars  Angels  

4:5  Lamps  Seven spirits of God  

5:6  Eyes  Seven spirits of God  

5:8  Bowls  Prayers (incense)  

12:9  Red Dragon  Satan  

17:9  Heads  Mountains  

17:12  Ten Horns  Ten Kings  

17:15  Waters  People  

17:18  Woman  Great City  

19:14  Fine Linen  Righteous Deeds  

20:14  Lake of Fire  Second Death  

 

Some symbols from Old and New Testaments… 
 2:7; 22:2 Tree of Life Symbol of eternal life (Gen 2:9) 

2:17 Hidden Manna Heavenly food (Ps 78:4; Heb 9:4) 

2:27 Rod of Iron Judgment by Christ (Ps 2:9) 

2:28 Morning Star Reign of Christ (Daniel 12:3) 

3:7 Key of David Power of Messiah (Isaiah 22:22) 

4:6 Living Creatures Represent God’s highest creation (Ezekiel 10:14) 

6:1 4 Horsemen Carrying out of God’s purposes (Zech 1:8; Ezekiel 5:17; 14:21) 

10:1 Mighty Angel, 

Cloud, Rainbow 

God’s Judgment (Psalms 97:2);  

God’s mercy & faithfulness (Genesis 9:8-17) 
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Some Questions on Introduction #1 

True/False 

01.  _____ There are no other books in the Bible that are in the same class of literature as the Book of 

Revelation. 

02.  _____ The writer of the Revelation was the Apostle John, who wrote four other New Testament 

books. 

03.  _____ By the time of the writing of Revelation, the church at Ephesus had gone into spiritual 

decline. 

04.  _____ At the time of the writing of Revelation, Christians were being hunted down, imprisoned, 

and murdered. 

05.  _____ According to brother Shelly’s view of interpreting Revelation, this book does not apply to 

20
th

 Century Christians. 

Fill in the Blanks 

06. The word “apocalyptic” refers to the ____________ off of a __________ so as to 

______________ what was previously ____________. 

07. Revelation was written at a ____________ time in the history of the church. 

08. The theme of Revelation is: GOD’S WAY OF ___________ AND ___________________ 

WILL TRIUMPH OVER ________  _______  __________. 

09. One should study Revelation with the goal of understanding the significance of its symbolism 

to the ___________-_____________ _____________ of the book. 

10. According to Shelly, the idea of assigning an ___________ date (i.e., before A.D. 70 to 

Revelation and attempting to find its fulfillment in the events of the destruction of Jerusalem 

are on ___________  ____________. 

Multiple Choice (Select the BEST Answer)  

11. _____ Which of the following words is not characteristic of the purpose of Revelation: (a) to 

comfort; (b) to exhort; (c) to frighten; (d) to warn. 

12. _____ After listing four approaches to the study of Revelation, brother Shelly concludes they 

are inadequate and: (a) dangerous; (b) inconsistent; (c) false. 

13. _____ Which approach to the study of Revelation is most closely related to the false theory of 

premillennialism: (a) Poetic; (b) Preterist; (c) Continuous-Historical; (d) Futuristic. 

14. _____ Which view holds that Revelation was fulfilled by the destruction of Jerusalem: (a) 

Poetic; (b) Preterist; (c) Continuous-Historical; (d) Futuristic. 

15. _____ Which view effectively denies the third verse of Revelation 1: (a) Poetic; (b) Preterist; 

(c) Continuous-Historical; (d) Futuristic. 

16. _____ According to the argument presented here, which church was NOT intended to receive 

the book of Revelation: (a) Ephesus; (b) Smyrna; (c) Philadelphia; (d) Dublin; (e) none of the 

above. 

17. _____ Who said the Book of Revelation was written “at the end of the reign of Domitian”: (a) 

Josephus; (b) Irenaeus; (c) John. 

18. _____ Which city had been destroyed by an earthquake in A.D. 60 and yet had time to be 

rebuilt and boast of its riches by the time Revelation was written: (a) Laodicea; (b) Sardis; (c) 

Pergamos; (d) Thyatira.   

19. _____How many arguments does brother Shelly list AGAINST an early date for Revelation: 

(a) 3; (b) 4; (c) 5; (d) none. 

20. _____ Because of using apocalyptic language, those who were not Christians would see 

Revelation as a fanciful tale involving: (a) monsters; (b) angels; (c) spirits; (d) all of the above; 

(e) none of the above. 
   

Check out a Crossword Puzzle on the content of this lesson by clicking H-E-R-E. 
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