
III JOHN

INTRODUCTION
John addresses himself to one who needed what he would have to
say. After all, it was not easy to be faithful. There was
opposition from without and within. One could easily become
discouraged by those who did not act as they should. •

Also, there are things that just cannot be ignored. In this
case, John would let this good brother know that he and others were
aware of it and it would be dealt with in due time. So into the
midst of this situation John sends this letter. In it, we will
find a number of rich lessons as it centers on three people.

I. John's Commendation. (v.l-6a)

Though there are dark spots in the environment, John would
commend those whom he could. As you read these verses look
at:

A. The Person Commended, (v. l)
His name is Gaius, but we do not know which one. This
name appears in Acts 19:29, 22:4; Romans 16:23; and I
Corinthians 1:14. He may have been one named here, but
even so he was:

1 . Esteemed Highly
He is called the "well beloved" and you can be sure that
John was not seeking to flatter such a person.

2 . Entreated Heartily
John says "whom I love in the truth". John reaches out
to let Gaius know of his feeling for him.
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"...and expounded the matter unto them in order,"
(Acts 11:4).
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B. The Prayer for the Commended. (v.2)
The esteem of verse one shows itself in the prayer for Gaius in
verse two. He prays that Gaius might have:

1. Blessings of Life.
His prayer was that he might prosper and be in health, Such
would make life more liveable. But he does not stop there.
He prays that he might have a:

2. Balanced Life.
It is one thing to have health and prosperity, but the
soul might suffer. So John's prayer is that there might
be the proper balance. He wants the body to be as well
off as the soul,

C . Pleasure he could take in the_Commended. (v ., 3 - 4 )
What John heard was not always good but of Gaius there was a:

1. Good Report.
That report was that the truth is in him and he is in the
truth. That is the way he walks. This sort of a report
would lead to:

2. Geniune Rejoicing.
In fact, John says he had no greater joy than to
hear that such as Gaius walked in the truth. This
indeed is commendable. After all, he is:

a . Active.
He is walking, not just marking time. Such a
walk is also:
b. Accurate.

He is walking in the truth. That means he is properly
guided.

D. The Practice of the Commended. (v.5-6a)
Gaius was a doer, not just a hearer. His practice
was:

1. Consistent. (v.5)
Whatever he did was done faithfully. He kept on doing
it in spite of what others did.

2. Charitable.
People could speak of his love for it had been
demonstrated in his care for teachers of the truth.



II. John's Commandments. (v. 6b-8)

What John says would have the force of a commandment
though not worded in that way. What would be good to
do should be done. Gaius was to be:

A. Hospitable to Teachers.
Those who taught would need a place for lodging as they
traveled, If he were an elder this would be a natural thing
for him.

B. Helpers of the Truth.
We help the truth by aiding those who preach it. We have a
part in what they are doing. (Matt.10:40-42) After all,
these do not depend on outsiders for their support.

III. John's Complaint Against Diotrephes. (v. 9-10)

This man was a thorn in the side of John arid others and John
faces up to the situation as he censures his:

A . Personal Ambition.
Diotrephes loved to have first place. He must have
the first and last word. In short, he was a little
pope.

B . Pompous Accusations.
His self-inflated ego would lead him to speak against John
or anyone who might oppose him,

C. Perverted Action.
He will not support those who teach the truth, nor allow
others who would. Surely he deserves to be censured,

IV . John’s Caution To Gaius. (v. 11)

The temptation present when dealing with a Diotrephes
is to act like he does or resort to his methods. John,
therefore, cautions;

1. Shun the wrong example.
2. Support that which edifies.



V. John's Confidence in Demetrius. (v. 12)

John would show that not all men are as some men. This enables
one to see the good in the midst of the bad.
John shows one that Gaius can follow because of his:

A. Good Reputation.
He had a good report of all men. Such a reputation will
enable him to be effective in the work he does.

B . Great Respect.
He is respected by John as well as others. This would
surely enhance his reputation with Gaius.

VI. John’s Continual Interest. (v.13-14)

Gaius would have to see this in John's:

A. Writing . Though he could not say all he wanted to he would
say what he could.

B. Wishes . He wants to come and that would enable
him to do what he could not by writing. Also,
peace is a wish that John has for Gaius. Surely
such would be needed when one had to face a
Diotrephes.

Warmth . Twice within these verses John used the term
"friends". Also, he asked that they be greeted by name
and that makes it much more personal.
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