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JOHN'S LETTER TO HIS
FRIEND GAIUS

3 John 1-12

We cannot know if this Gaius is identical
to any of the same name mentioned
elsewhere in the New Testament. (Acts
19:29; 20:4; 1 Corinthians 1:14.) It is
enough to know that this brief epistle is
directed to a faithful brother of that
name and more, a brother highly
esteemed by John—a brother truly loved
by the apostle. In these first words of the
epistle, we note the repeated use of the
word "truth," and how truth related to
the personalities mentioned. These
personalities are Gaius, Diotrephes and
Demetrius.

GAIUS—A BROTHER WALKING IN TRUTH The
beloved Gaius is told by John that his
prayers are for his success in areas of
both prosperity and health, and that this
success should be in the measure that he
also had prosperity of the soul. (Verse 2.)
In the case of Gaius, this was a very great
blessing, but for many who wear the
name of Christ, such a wish, if fulfilled,
would be the death knell for the person,
both in terms of material goods and
physical well-being. If one's material
prosperity and state of health were made
to be in the same measure as the health
of the soul, it would mean abject poverty
on the one hand, and emaciation or death
on the other. Not so in the case of Gaius,
for he had soul prosperity, as the next
verses show.

John has been given a report con-
cerning Gaius, which report has given
the apostle great occasion for rejoicing.
One obedient to the gospel has responded
to the truth of God. The truth makes men
free (John 8:32), and our Lord
identified that truth as being the word of
God (John 17:17). One obedient to the
truth thus embraces it, with the promise
therein to live by it, allowing that truth
to direct the course of his life. This is the
report that certain brethren bring to John.
They bear witness to the truth in Gaius,
and also that "thou walkest in truth."
(Verse 3.) This expression is very often
used in the Bible, descriptive of the
Christian's life, and it is worth noting
that the term is that of movement,

action. The life of the child of God is
not a stagnant, motionless thing. Thus, the
testimony is that Gaius walked faithful to
the word of God. John goes on to state
that nothing gave him greater joy than
to receive such a report. (Verse 4.) To
hear that one of his "children" (those
whom he had converted, or upon whom
he had had great influence or for whom
he had special fondness) walked in truth
gave him greater joy than to hear that
such a one had prospered or advanced
in some material or temporal way. What
a mark of great spirituality! What an
attitude in support of Matthew 6:33, and
the proper priorities in one's life! Would
that we all had the attitude of John, and
would that we all so lived that our grave
marker could truthfully state: "He
walked in truth!"

As evidence of the truth living and
abiding in Gaius, and thus exerting in-
fluence in his life, John mentions his
good works. (Verse 5.) Kindnesses,
hospitality and deeds of benevolence
extended toward brethren and strangers
had resulted in their announcing such to
the whole congregation of the saints.
(Verse 6.) John expresses confidence that
such faithful work will continue to be
done, and those who were in need of this
were entirely worthy; they had gone
forth for the sake of the Name—this
expression embracing all that's involved
in faithful work for God, such as
missionaries would do. A beautiful
principle is here stated: this labor, and
all other done in obedience to the will of,
God, renders us fellow-workers for the
truth. We should welcome any
opportunity to be thus involved in the
work of truth. (Verse 8.)

DIOTREPHES—AN OPPOSER OF TRUTH As
Gaius had the truth in him, and walked
in truth, and was a fellow-worker for the
truth, in verse 9 we meet his opposite
number. Diotrephes, not submissive to
the truth as a child of God must be, but
rebellious. We are not told if this man
was an elder, Bible class teacher,
preacher, etc., and no matter. If
engaged in no assigned task in the
congregation's organization and work,
such a man is productive of nothing but
harm. John had written to the church
there, but Diotrephes had opposed John
and the inspiration he provided. Thus,
Diotrephes opposed God! The reasoning is
given: "He loveth to have the
preeminence." (Verse 9.) In God's plan,
it is the Christ who is to have
preeminence. (Colossians 1:18.)

John states that in any visit to the
congregation, he would remember and
deal with the works of Diotrephes: his
wicked, prating (tattling) words; his
rejection of the brethren; his standing
against those inclined to be spiritual; and
his driving of faithful brethren from the
fellowship of the church. (Verse 10.)
Such a person in the as-

semblies of the saints! Such a person,
mind you, possessing such powers, but
powers not given him by God! He well
fits into the category then mentioned by
John in verse 11—the doer of evil who
"hath not seen God." Both good and evil
men exert an influence, and Gaius is
warned to imitate the good and not the
evil. Diotrephes and his manner of li fe
are to be avoided; verse 12 mentions one
whose life could well be imitated. (See
Romans 12:9.)

DEMETRIUS—TRUTH'S WITNESS * Here, in
contrast to Diotrephes, is a brother whose
manner of life is worthy of imitation. He
had such a reputation that all who spoke
of him did so in terms that acknowledged
his Christian character. (Verse 12.) But
more: the truth itself bore witness to the
man as being a child of God, faithful to
the truth of God; yea, another of whom it
could well be said that he "walked in
truth." In giving this testimony of the
man, John added his own witness to that
of others, and of the truth, and called
Gaius to recognize that he, John, was
speaking truth.

The statement regarding Demetrius is
very brief, but when the testimony is of
such caliber, more is not needed. Gaius
can well see the contrast between these
two men, and with his knowledge of the
truth, he can see which of the men also
walk in truth with him. Thus, he knows
which life to imitate to be pleasing unto
God. •

URGENT NEED IN NICARAGUA
Walter Leonard, Director of the

Pan-American Bible School in Pan-
ama City, writes that Luis Garcia,
gospel minister working in Panama,
has investigated the situation of our
brethren in war-torn Nicaragua, and
makes this report.

"Without food, clothing or adequate
shelter are 130 Christian families. The
complications mount up —the
government has closed the border to
all free food and clothing. What's
more, no help directly from the States
will be allowed! The Rio Abajo
congregation has made arrangements
with a Nicaraguan bank to accept
money for the church to be
distributed by three of the brethren in
Nicaragua. If you will help, please
send your contribution to:

"Nicaraguan Emergency Fund,
Forest Park Church of Christ, P. O.
Box 2331, Valdosta, Ga. 31601; or to:
Nicaraguan Emergency Fund, Lincoln
Church of Christ, 1307 Meridian Street
North, Huntsville, Ala. 35801."
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