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A characteristic of the early Christians that we must not overlook, but should imitate, is the exceeding love that
existed between faithful brethren and their words of commendation and encouragement to one another. As one reads
the opening part of this one chapter letter, a very personal letter between two brethren in the Lord, he is impressed with
the strong affection that was evident in their hearts toward each other. The "tie that binds our hearts in Christian love" is
nowhere more obvious than in these few verses.

The "elder" was the writer, surely the same who penned Second John. The recipient of the letter was one named
Gaius. While the Bible speaks of Gaius several times it is possible, even probable, that there were more than one so
named. This Gaius was called "wellbeloved" and "whom I love in the truth." The common conviction bound the writer
and the receiver together.

SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL WELFARE

John was concerned for both the spiritual and physical welfare of his beloved brother. His wish was that Gaius
have good health and prosperity even as he enjoyed spiritual health and prosperity.

While the primary interest of Christian people for others is that their soul be right with God, Christians are also desirous
that people fare well in this life. Like our Lord, Christians are interested in this life, with special emphasis on the next.
This is a mark of genuine love toward Gaius that John sought the well-being in every area of the life of Gaius.

It seems evident that John believed Gaius to be faithful and spiritually successful. From his following remarks we can
understand why he so concluded.

HE WALKED ARIGHT

The manner of life that Gaius led was a cause of joy for John. The example before others had been noticeable and
John had received a good report about him. This kind of report was a highlight in the life of John, as he said he had no
greater joy than to hear what he heard.

Does it not make the heart of any godly person glad to be informed of the good life of those you love? How applicable
is the phrase of verse four for parents who know of the adherence to truth that is being demonstrated by their children!
Gaius was John's child in the gospel and he made John proud because of the stalwart character he showed himself to be.
When brethren love each other there is a glowing gladness to know that each is staying in the right paths. Nothing pains
more than to know those you love have" left the way of truth.

FAITHFUL GAIUS

Gaius was evidently one who served others, and was faithful in doing whatever he did on their behalf. Gaius knew that
the love that pleases God is not merely an affection in the heart, but that which manifests itself in doing good things for
others. Many-had testified of the "charity" of Gaius. This word "charity" is often translated "love," but charity seems to
convey the idea better because it shows attitude in action, not merely attitude.

Precisely what Gaius was doing is only suggested. It had to do with assisting others as they went about their tasks.
Unlike the man later mentioned in the epistle — Diotrephes, who forbade and cast out others rather than receiving
them — Gaius was known for his helping hand, doubt less giving an d encouraging brethren in their journeys for
Christ.

This might be the proper place to call attention to present-day brethren for what must be considered a disgraceful
situation among us. How many times do those who wish to go to distant fields to preach the gospel have to travel and



plead and beg for brethren to assist them? While churches hold bank accounts of thousands of dollars "in reserve for an
emergency" and refuse to help, they are obviously blinded to the urgency of salvation for the lost. Some need to be taught
again that our work is not "saving money" but "saving souls."

Gaius lived at his place of residence and was not among those who were travelling "for his name's sake." But he
realized his talent and used his talent to the assistance of others. It does seem that brethren could "send" if they cannot
"go." It is embarassing to receive requests for much needed support, bring it to the attention of brethren, and have to
report back that no support will be forthcoming, knowing all the while that no serious efforts are made to make an effort
to find and give what is needful; yet, living in abundance and luxury.

FELLOWSHIP AND FELLOWHELPERS

John mentions something that "ought" to be done. Many look with disdain on any "oughtness," preferring to have
all things optional. But receiving and assisting others in the cause of Christ is something that "ought" to be done.
"Ought" means one is duty bound, obligated to act. How can we treat duty in such a fashion as to dismiss with
indifference the requests for assistance to spread the Word of God when we really could be doing something, even if it is
not everything.

By helping others we labor together, have fellowship with each other, are fellowhelpers to the truth. The opposite is
true. When we refuse to help when we really could help we are refusing to be a fellowhelper in the truth. Can God be
pleased with such things?

As we read th i s loving communication between beloved brethren, let us be impressed with their concern and
attitude toward each other. But more than that, cannot we see the need to be imitators of them in our relationship toward
faithful brethren? Especially, cannot we see the advantage to the cause of Christ for us to think and act like John knew
Gaius thought and acted?

The Lord's church today needs more and more of the quality of Gaius. Since this is indisputable, why should not each
of us resolve that we shall strive to become just such a person? Surely, this inspired record is not given just to report on
the excellence of Gaius, but as a lesson for you and me to become as he was. We can begin right now to develop
ourselves into just such characters.


