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THE I�DWELLI�G WORD
by Harold Littrell

We read in Colossians 3:16, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly" (ASV).  The

phrase "the word of Christ" shows that the doctrine of Christ is under consideration. 

This is the doctrine in which one must abide to have the Father and the Son (2 John

9).  It is the apostles' doctrine in which the early disciples continued (Acts 2:42) --

the "faith" of Jude 3.

Even under the Old Testament Law God wanted His people to learn of Him.  Their

having a knowledge of God was considered to be more important to Him than burnt

offerings (Hosea 6:6).  In John 17:3, Jesus said in prayer, "And this is life eternal,

that they should know thee the only true God, and him whom thou didst send, even

Jesus Christ."  When we learn of God the Father and the Son, and do God's will, then

we know that we know Him.  In fact, John states it in this way: "And hereby we

know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.  He that saith, I know him,

and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not hin him" (1 Jn 2:4).

In the command, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly," "let dwell" is from the

Greek word ENOIKEITO (the third person singular, present imperative of

ENOIKEO), meaning to dwell in, to be indwelling, or to be infixed mentally.  Hence,

we have "the indwelling word."  The word of Christ is to indwell richly --

abundantly, largely.

The Lord wants us to know His will.  He wants us to understand His will.   Notice

Ephesians 5:17: "Wherefore be ye not foolish but understand what the will of the

Lord is."  The very next verse states, "And be not drunken with wine, wherein is riot,

but be filled with the Spirit."

The last "with" is accompanied by an interesting footnote in the American Standard

Version.  The footnote reads: "or, IN SPIRIT."  That is exactly what all the Greek

manuscripts say: EN PNEUMATI -- or, in spirit.  Because this is precisely what the

inspired Paul wrote, the phrase should be translated, "be filled in spirit."
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Colossians 3:16 and Ephesians 5:18,19 understandably are parallel passages, treating

the same subject with almost the same words.  When we adopt the Greek reading of

"IN SPIRIT," we have, "But be filled [or, "fill yourselves"] in spirit; speaking one to

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with

your heart to the Lord.

This is precisely what the inspired writer stated in Colossians 3:16: "Let the word of

Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God."

"Be filled in spirit" is equal to "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly."  One fills

himself in spirit by learning the Word; by giving "all diligence to present thyself

approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the

word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15).  The "whole armor of God" of Ephesians 6:10

primarily is the Word: "having your loins girded about with truth ... feet shod with

the preparation of the gospel of peace ... taking the sword of the Spirit, which is the

word of God."

In Ephesians 5:18 the phrase "be filled" is from the Greek word PLEROUSTHE. 

PLEROUSTHE is middle/passive in form.  It has the middle force here, showing that

the subject of the verb is acting in a way that relates to itself.  it would be translated

like this: "Fill yourselves in spirit."

An example of this form is found in Acts 2:40: "Save yourselves from this crooked

generation."  "Save yourselves" is from SOTHETE, also middle/passive in form.  It is

middle in this passage, because the subject of the verb (you) is to do or carry out the

action.  Therefore, "Save yourselves" by doing that which was commanded: "Repent

ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission

of your sins" (Acts 2:38).

As we consider Ephesians 5:18,19 with Colossians 3:16, the responsibility of filling

ourselves with the word of Christ in an abounding manner is made clear.  We are to

desire earnestly to know God's Word, that we may grow thereby (1 Peter 2:2;

Matthew 5:6).  Attaining that goal will require diligence on our part (2 Timothy 2:15;

2 Peter 1:5); we therefore should take advantage of every opportunity to have the

word of Christ dwell in us richly.

Suddenly, Bible classes take on new meaning and importance.  Sermons become

more helpful as we strive to gain more of the word of Christ.  Private and family

devotions are enriching experiences in our quest.  A good reference Bible, along

with a concordance and Bible dictionary, will be helpful in a deeper study of God's

Word.  The value of these helps increases as we become more skilled in their use.

Our conversation should reflect this newly found interest in the Word, furnishing us

with additional opportunities to discuss and study various passages of the Scriptures. 

Commentaries written by reliable scholars will be prized more highly and used more

frequently than ever before as we study difficult passages of God's Word.  Gospel

papers such as the GOSPEL ADVOCATE will be a joy to read, and a source of

much needed and helpful information.
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The Scriptures on tape furnish another way to learn the word of Christ.  One may

listen to some portion of the Bible while driving to and from work, and at other

opportune times.  This becomes more valuable in the learning process, as one

continues the practice.  Gospel meetings, lectureships and special seminars present

opportunities to have the Word indwell you richly.

Our goal is to "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly."  We will be blessed

beyond our most ambitious expectations as we make progress toward that goal.

The fruit of such effort, as we continue to "walk in the light" (1 John 1:7), will be

that stated by Paul in Galatians 5:22,23: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,

peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control." 

These qualities should become more and more evident in the lives of those who fill

themselves in spirit by a devoted study of God's Word.

=======================================

______________ end of article _____________
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LEMMONS-AID is intended for members of churches of

Christ and designed to REFRESH the soul, in the spirit of

Romans 14:19; occasionally including a bit of SALT

( Jude 3) to help to preserve our PURITY (Eph 5:25-27).

The Greatest AID that David Lemmons or Anyone Else Can

Give Comes from the Bible.  "Happy is he that hath the God

of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God"

(Ps 146:5)

Produced by David Lemmons < dlemmons@hcis.net >

preacher for the North Marshall church of Christ,

Calvert City, KY.

********************************************

To subscribe to this free list, go to...

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LemmonsAid OR... send a message to:

LemmonsAid-Subscribe@YahooGroups.com

Please, feel free to forward these mailings to other brethren. If you would like to

search through the archived articles, please go to...

http://www.hcis.net/users/dlemmons/laa01.htm

OR, all of the past articles are archived in PDF files (25 at a time), all 550 of them

on the LemmonsAid, YahooGroups Site at...

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LemmonsAid/files

HTML copy of this particular post is at:

http://www.LemmonsAid.net/la810.htm

If you are interested in URL Links to Bible Study helps and other helpful links,
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please visit the "Bookmarks" section of LemmonsAid on YahooGroups at...

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LemmonsAid/links

HELP us, please, grow to 1,000 in 2,003. ThAnKs!
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