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The Doctrine of Christ (2 John 9)
"Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He thatabideth in the

doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son."

THE STATEMENT ITSELF. There are at least six different types of statements used in the Bible: (a) imperative (b)
declarative (c) interrogative (d) conditional (e) hortatory, and (f) accounts of action. The above mentioned "declarative"
statement is "one which states that something is or is not the case, that a particular object has a certain property or
that it does not have that property, or that a certain state of affairs exists orit does not exist." 2 John 9 consists of two
plain, clear declarative sentences. Simply speaking, a declarative sentence is a sentence expressing a fact or facts. The
two facts stated in 2 John 9 are to bebelieved, not obeyed. One can obey a- command (imperative), but not a fact. In
the Bible there are facts, commands and promises. The facts are to be believed, the commands are to be obeyed and
the promises are to be enjoyed. Let us believe with all of our hearts the facts given in this most important verse.

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT. Two warnings, prior to the statements given in 2 John 9 have been given to the elect
lady and her children; these are: "Many deceivers are entered into the world" (vs. 7), and "Look to yourselves . . . that
we receive a full reward" (vs. 8.) Then the elect lady and her children are instructed by two contrasting statements, the
first is in relation to a curse, the second, a blessing. The antichrist who had fallen away from the doctrine of Christ on the
point concerning Christ's deity were without God. But the ones who continued to abide in the doctrine of Christ on that
point, as in all the other numerous and various specifics of Christ's law (Galatians 6:2),Had God and his Son. In the
two verses following, (10-11), John warned the elect lady and her children to refrain from encouraging in any way the
deceivers who abode not in the Lord's will.

THE REMOTE CONTEXT. The expression "the remote context" refers to all that is relevant to "the specific
statement itself in the totality of the Bible other than "the specific statement itself and "the immediate context." In
viewing the remote context of 2 John 9, the questions must be raised, "What is the doctrine of Christ?" and "What does
the doctrine of Christ include and exclude as far as specifics are concerned?" This article shall now deal with these
questions. First, the answer to the question, "What is the doctrine of Christ?" The Doctrine of Christ is the sum total of
specific facts, commands and promises relating to salvation taught by Christ and recorded by his apostles. It is the
"Apostles' Doctrine". To his apostles the Lord said, "These things have I spoken unto you, being present with you. But
the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you." After the resurrection and ascension of the Lord, only ten days
passed before the promise came. On Pentecost the twelve apostles were baptized in the Holy Spirit and the "bringing to
remembrance" had begun. (Acts 2:1-4.) In Acts 2:41-42 we see that three thousand obeyed the specifics of the doctrine
of Christ concerning the way to become a Christian. But that wasn't all there was to it, for the account reads, "and they
continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine . . ." The "apostles' doctrine?" Yes, the teaching or doctrine of Christ is
now termed, "the apostles' doctrine." Well, what does the "apostles' doctrine" include? This brings us to our second
question, which is, "What does the doctrine of Christ include and exclude as far asspecifics are concerned?" The
answer is: The same specifics included and excluded in the "apostles' doctrine!" Any diligent student of the Bible knows
that the whole of the twenty-seven books of the New Testament is the apostles' doctrine. Generally, the "doctrine of
Christ" or the "apostles' doctrine" includes the portions of the New Testament which are hard to be understood and not
essential to our salvation, (e.g., certain parts of the "Revelation"). But specifically, the "doctrine of Christ" or the
"apostles' doctrine" is "the sum total of specific facts, commands and promises relating to salvation." The apostles'
doctrine included, viz. . . . the breaking of bread, prayers (Acts 2:42), meeting on the first day of the week to worship,
preaching on the first day of the week (Acts 16:1-2), singing with the "spirit and the understanding" (1 Corinthians 14:15),
teaching concerning how to become a Christian (e.g., the examples in Acts and the command in 2 Thessalonians 2:15
to "hold the traditions" which have been taught), teaching about the Godhead: God the Father, God the Son, and God
the Holy Spirit, the doctrines of the "one body"—"one Spirit"—"one hope"—"one Lord"—"one faith"—"one baptism" and
"one God" (Ephesians 4:4-6), the specific teaching that Jesus Christ came physically in the flesh (1 John l:l-3)-(Luke
24:39), the doctrine of Heaven, the doctrine of Hell, the commandments given to Love (1 John 4:7), and a host of
other particulars that space will not allow.

Other Scriptural Names For The Doctrine Of Christ

Just as the "Constitution of the United States of America" contains many points, specifics and laws, so the
"Doctrine of Christ" contains many specifics and laws. We have already noted that the doctrine of Christ and the
apostles' doctrine are one and the same. But now notice, if you would, other New Testament terms that stand for "the
doctrine of Christ": "the faith" (Jude 3), "the word of Jesus" (John 8:31), "the truth" (John 8:32)-(2 Thessalonians 2:10),
"the gospel" (Gala-tians l:8-9)-(Romans 1:16-17), "the will of the Father" (Matthew 7:21-23), "the will of the Lord"
(Ephesians 5:17), "the law of Christ" (Galatians 6:2), "the traditions" (2 Thessalonians 2:15), "the perfect law of liberty"
(James 1:25), it is called "Jesus" (Acts 8:35), and "the mystery". (Ephesians 3:3.)
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Objections to the Biblical Concept of the Doctrine of Christ

1. Some say that in (2 John 9), (in contrast to the doctrine of "docetism", i.e. that Jesus did not come in the flesh),
the doctrine of Christ is solely and entirely the specific point that "Jesus came in the flesh", (a) While it is true
that one violates a specific point of the doctrine of Christ by refusing to believe that Jesus did come in the flesh,
he does not violate every specific point of the doctrine of Christ. For example, if one never forsakes the assembly
(Hebrews 10:25), gives on the first day of the week (1 Corinthians 16:1-2), breaks bread on the first day of the
week (Acts 20:7), yet "confesseth not that Jesus is come in the flesh", he has sinned (missed the mark) only on
one point of the Doctrine of Christ, not on all four here mentioned, (b) Those who would argue this point should
check their motives for arguing with such invalid reasoning. (Many argue this hoping to create a great loophole to
escape the great many other demands of Christ's doctrine), (c) Still, others wish toaccept into full fellowship
those not abiding in the doctrine of Christ (denominations), therefore, argue this point to do so. The
consequences of this belief would be disastrous and calamitous (e.g., if a Mormon representative came to your
door offering you a Bible and the Book of Mormon, you could accept both and still "abide in the doctrine of
Christ" because they have not asked you to accept the belief that Jesus "did not come in the flesh"), (d) It should
be kept in mind that "anyone" who does not obey the Lord's various other commandments, such as: the
commandment to be baptized for remission of sins (Acts 2:38), or Christ's teaching about marriage, divorce and
remarriage (Matthew 5:32) (Matthew 19:9), etc. . . . is just as guilty as the antichrists in 2 John 7. The reason:
they, too, are guilty of down-playing the significance of the deity and the lordship of Christ. Jesus said, "Why
call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?" (Luke 6:46.) (e) "Antichrist" in itself means "against-
Christ". Inasmuch as the Lord said, "He that is not for me is against me", we understand that, generally
speaking, all who do not keep Christ's commandments, are antichrist (against-Christ).

2. Some would so generalize "the doctrine of Christ" as to say that it can be summed up solely as "love God and
love your fellow-man" without defining and guiding that love by the knowledge of the New Testament teaching.
This is, of course, to define for oneself, "love", and assign to it a romantic, silly, mushy, wishy-washy love the Bible
knows nothing of.

An Exhortation—The Total Context
Today, an exhortation is given to us by the inspired writer, John. The application is to "abide" in the doctrine of

Christ, so that we might maintain a saving relationship with God the Father through the Lord Jesus Christ. May all of us
then, submit ourselves in loving obedience to him who is able to save our souls that we receive a "full reward."


