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ERROR SHOULD LIVE?
by Eldred Stevens

Please note this challenging thought: BETTER THAT ERROR SHOULD LIVE

THAN THAT LOVE SHOULD DIE!  This quotation was once used in connection

with preaching about the charge made by the Lord against the church at Ephesus,

that of having left their first love.  A preacher began analyzing their problem and

trying to determine the possible beginning of their departure from love.  He noted the

statements in Revelation 2 concerning their not being able to "bear evil men," of

their "trying them that call themselves apostles, and they are not," and of their

"hating the doctrine of the Nicolaitans."  Is there a possible connection between their

exercise of responsibility in protecting the church from evil men and false apostles,

from the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, and the development of the only serious defect

the Lord saw in them?

This is not to suggest that "spirits" are not to be proved (1 John 4:1), that the mouths

of unruly men are not to be stopped (Titus 1:10-11), that "teachers after their own

lusts" should not be rebuked (1 Tim 4:1-4), nor that fellowship and encouragement

should be extended to those who do not abide in the teaching of Christ (2 Jn 9-11). 

Neither do we imply that the church in Ephesus should be condemned for the very

things for which the Lord commended them!  We DO suggest that possibly the most

DANGEROUS responsibility that the Christian or a congregation of Christians bear

is that of locating, exposing, and rebuking false teachers and dangerous leaders! 

This is true because so very much of the time heresy-hunting leads to hate and

"protecting" the flock leads to splitting and dividing the flock.  Our human nature is

of such character, and the influence of Satan in our lives is sufficiently strong, that

we begin to delight in the distasteful work of rebuking false teachers.  Under the

guise of conscientious service, we become ministers of hate rather than ministers of

love.  Furthermore, we become very satisfied in substituting heresy-hunting for the

primary responsibilities of which we should be far more conscious, particularly that

of saving lost souls.  The very "soundness" which we commendably seek often

becomes the source of pride and ill will that condemn the soul.
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Consider an illustration.  Radium needles and cobalt treatments are a great blessing

to mankind in the cure of cancer, but they must be used only by well-qualified and

mature personnel.  If recklessly used, both patient and physician will die.  "Better

that the cancer should live than that both patient and physician should die!"  Again,

BETTER THAT ERROR SHOULD LIVE THAN THAT LOVE SHOULD DIE!

It isn't difficult to see why the Lord and his disciples spoke so often and so forcefully

against censorious judgment (Mt 7:1; Rom 2:1; 14:4; 1 Cor 4:5; James 4:12).  While

we must reprove and rebuke, we must be exceedingly careful to guard our motives

and our methods or the very doing of an act of service will become our undoing!

Be careful how and why you criticize or condemn.  It CAN be done and it MUST be

done, but it takes a very skillful and mature physician to use that needle without

being contaminated himself!

=======================================

______________ end of article _____________
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LEMMONS-AID is intended for members of churches of

Christ and designed to REFRESH the soul, in the spirit of

Romans 14:19; occasionally including a bit of SALT

( Jude 3) to help to preserve our PURITY (Eph 5:25-27).

The Greatest AID that David Lemmons or Anyone Else Can

Give Comes from the Bible.  "Happy is he that hath the God

of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God"

(Ps 146:5)

Produced by David Lemmons < dlemmons@hcis.net >

preacher for the North Marshall church of Christ, Calvert

City, KY.
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To subscribe to this free list, go to...

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LemmonsAid OR... send a message to:

LemmonsAid-Subscribe@YahooGroups.com

Please, feel free to forward these mailings to other brethren. If you would like to

search through the archived articles, please go to...

http://www.hcis.net/users/dlemmons/laa01.htm

OR, all of the past articles are archived in PDF files (25 at a time), all 550 of them

on the LemmonsAid, YahooGroups Site at...

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LemmonsAid/files

HTML copy of this particular post is at:

http://www.LemmonsAid.net/la810.htm

If you are interested in URL Links to Bible Study helps and other helpful links,
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please visit the "Bookmarks" section of LemmonsAid on YahooGroups at...

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LemmonsAid/links

HELP us, please, grow to 1,000 in 2,003. ThAnKs!
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