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There are numerous
passages of Scripture which deal
with the fact of false teachers
(deceivers). Jesus said, "Beware of
false prophets, which come to you
in sheep's clothing, but inwardly
they are ravening wolves" (Matt.
7:15). A wolf, dressed like a sheep
is hard to detect, and that is the
reason our Lord warned us to
"beware" (be on guard). Peter
warned to "Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil,
as a roaring .lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour" (1
Pet. 5:8). False teachers do not
announce that they are false
teachers, but they have a way of
creeping in "unawares" (Jude 4).

In verse 7 of our text, John
refers back to what he has just
said. By reading the preceding
verses, we can get the connection,
and can understand why he begins
verse 7 with the word "For". He
admonishes them to- continue to
walk in the commandments of the
Lord, and then tells them why it is
so important. "For many deceivers
are entered into the world..." A
few deceivers would be serious
enough, but he does not warn of
few but of many. These deceivers
are also called "antichrist." All
false teachers are in reality
opposed to Christ! According to
Christ, "He that is not with me is
against me..."(Matt. 12:30). Peter
spoke of false teachers "who
privily shall bring in damnable
heresies, even denying the Lord
that bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction" (2
Pet. 2:1). He continued in verse 2.
"And many shall follow their
pernicious ways: by reason of whom
the way of t ru th shall be evil spoken
of." As

someone has said, "Error can get
around the world before truth gets
its shoes on." We are warned
about "many deceivers" and are
told that "many will follow their
pernicious ways."

We are personally responsible
for being on guard against these
deceivers, because John wrote in
verse 8, "Look to yourselves."
This verse plainly teaches the
possibility of apostasy, yet there
are those who say that such is
impossible. There is one sure way
to guard against apostasy, and verse
9 tells us the way. We must "abide
in the doctrine of Christ."
Transgression is going beyond
what God has commanded —
continuing on after God has
stopped. When we do so, we are on
our own, because God is not with
us. When we abide in the doctrine
of Christ, we have "both the Father
and the Son."

There are basically three ways
that we can violate God's will, and
these ways are described by the
words sin (fall short), transgression
(going beyond), and iniquity
(turning aside from a straight
course). Let us observe some
passages of scripture that bear
out these thoughts. Paul wrote in
Romans chapter 3 and verse 23,
"For all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God." In our
text John wrote, "Whosoever
transgresseth (goeth onward
A.S.V.) and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hast not God."
Isaiah wrote, "All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have turned
every one to his own way; and the
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity
of us all" (Isa. 53:6). The
Psalmist uses all three of these
words in Psalm chapter 51 verses 1
and 2. Note: "Have mercy upon
me, O God, according to thy loving-
kindness; according unto the
multitude of thy tender mercies
blot ou t my transgressions. Wash
me throughly f r o m mine
iniquity, and cleanse me from my
sin." These same words are also
used in Psalm chapter 32. I am aware
of the fact that the words are used
interchangeably, because John
wrote in 1 John chapter 3 and verse
4. "Whosoever c o m m i t t e t h sin

transgresseth also the law: for sin is
the transgression of the law." In
fact, David speaks of the "iniquity
of my sin"(Psa. 32:5). We
generally use the word sin any time
we are referring to violation of
God's will, and we are not wrong in
so doing, because the Bible so uses
it. We must ever be on guard lest
we be guilty of falling short ol
what God would have us do; or
going beyond what God has said,
or turning aside from the course
that God would have us pursue.
In verses 10 and 11 of our text.
John deals with a problem that is
often overlooked. Some feel that
just as long as they are not
personally guilty of teaching error,
all is well and good. However, we
can be guilty of "aiding and
abetting" by encouraging those who
do teach error. Some call it
"narrow-minded-ness" but it is still
true that there is but one doctrine
of Christ. We do not read of
doctrines of Christ. Admittedly, we
do read of doctrines in the Bible.-
For example, Paul wrote: "Now the
Spirit speaketh expressly, that in
the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to
seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils" (1 Tim. 4:1). Again we read
of "...divers and strange
doctrines" (Heb. 13:9) and
"commandments and doctrines of
men" (Col. 2:22). Our Lord even
referred to vain worshippers who
were "teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men"(Matt.
15:9). Please show me where you
can read of the doctrines of
Christ? All of our Lord's will (the
truth) is encompassed in the
doctrine of Christ. After all,
Jesus told the Apostles that they
would be guided into all t ruth
(Jno. 16:13). We now have "all
things that pertain unto life and
godliness" (2 Pet. 1:3). and are
"throughly furnished unto all good
works" (2 Tim. 3:17). Because of
this, John could write, " If there
come any unto you, and bring not
this doctrine, (that is the
doctrine of Christ, verse 9) receive
him not into your house, neither
bid h im God speed" (verse 10).
According to verse 1 1. when we bid
God speed to a false teacher, we are a
"partaker of his evil deed." We are
living in a time in which some
brethren are wanting to



fellowship error rather than
condemn it. Regardless of the noise
they make along this line, God's
word still says. "Have no
fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather
reprove them" (Eph. 5:11).
F e l l o w sh ip i n v o l v e s j o i n t
participation. How can God's
children participate with evi l and be
right in God's sight? When we
condone error, we are as guilty as
the man who drives the get away
car for someone to rob a bank. If not,
w h y not? Anyone (whether out of
the church or in the church) who
teaches something different from
"this doctrine" (the doctrine of
Christ) does not have God or
Christ. That is, he is not in
fellowship with God and Christ,
and therefore cannot be in

fellowship with God's people. We
have the right to be in fellowship
with those who are in fellowship
with God. and no one else. John
wrote. "But if we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin"(l Jno.
1:7). What does it mean to walk in
the light? It means that one is
walking in the way the Lord
outlined for us in His book.

What John wrote in verses 7
through 11 were extremely
important then, and are just as
important today. If there ever was a
time that we

needed to be on guard against
deceivers, it is now. As John states
in verse 12. there were some other
things tha t he could have written
in this letter, but would inform
them of these matters when he was
able to speak with them face to
face. I believe that the context will
bear out the fact that these matters
were not nearly as important as the
ones just mentioned. Let us be sure
that we read and heed these timely
warnings.


