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^—— HOW TO DEAL WITH —————
FALSE TEACHERS

2 John 7-12

THE, FACTS OF FALSE TEACHERS False
teachers are in the world! Inspiration
records in various places that false
teachers would oppose the truth and, in
fact, were in the world. Verse 1 of our
text boldly states that deceivers were
already present. Not only is the fact of
the deceivers' presence noted, but also
that there are many of them. He further
defines "deceiver" as being one who
confesses not that Jesus Christ is come
in the flesh. He calls them antichrists.
Let it 'be noted right here that every false
teacher is an antichrist! Every teacher
who teaches doctrines contrary to the
doctrine of Christ denies the Christ. (2
Peter 2:1.) Therefore he that teaches
such doctrines becomes an antichrist.

The apostle Paul warned in Acts 20:29,
30 that such apostasy would occur in the
church and was confirmed in 1 John 4:3
as having already come to pass. Through
the years men have sought to mold
followers into a pattern designed by
men, and for the most part, into a pattern
which will in some way benefit the
designer. Many a heart has been broken
and many a pocketbook pilfered by the
smooth, convincing words which drip
with the sweet taste of honey, but in the
end stingeth like an adder!

FALSE TEACHERS IN THE WORLD Peter and
the other apostles were brought before
the council in Acts 5:27ff. Because of
what Peter and the others said, the
council was "cut to the heart, and took
counsel to slay them." One of the
council, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a
doctor of the law, and one of good
reputation among the people intervened
and offered some advice that has been
followed for hundreds of years. He said
there had been others in the past,
Theudas and a following of about four
hundred, and Judas of Galilee, who had
tried to start movements which were
contrary to the law of Moses. These were
slain and scattered and their movements
brought to nought. Thus the advice to
leave them alone. If the work of the
apostles was not of God the effort would
be over-

thrown, but if it was of God then they
would be fighting against God.

The world has followed this philoso-
phy through the years. Let each new
proponent of error pursue his own course
unopposed. Thus, denominations by the
score have had their beginning and
usually with the blessings of other
denominations. Our brethren have had
no particular problem in speaking out
against denominationalism. We stand
ready to refute, debate and in any other
way try to expose the doctrines of men
which are not only contrary to the
doctrine of Christ and the Bible, but are
contrary to each other.

There are many other areas of false
teaching in the world. Atheism, the
denial of the existence of God; agnos-
ticism, the doctrine that one cannot know
whether God exists or not; the many
"isms" that confront the religious idea,
existentialism, hedonism, relativism,
humanism, all stem from a denial of
Jesus Christ as the Son of God, the Bible
as the verbally inspired word of God, and
God himself. Again, our brethren, stand
ready to present the case of God, Christ
and the Bible to the world in refutation
and debate against such false teachers.

FALSE TEACHERS IN THE CHURCH False
teaching does not emanate only from
without the church. Tragically, there are
many who espouse false doctrine from
within the ranks of our brethren, and these
present the most dangerous and damaging
threat to the Lord's church. In the first
place, the damnable doctrines which they
promote are not usually clearly defined. If
questioned concerning some point of
doctrine, their usual reply is, "you just did
not understand what I meant." The gradual
suggestion of a proposition will ultimately
result in acceptance on the part of the
unlearned. Modernism, liberalism, neo-
pentecostalism, the overall general
relaxation of the basic principle of "speak
where the Bible speaks, and remain silent
where the ' Bible is silent," all have taken
their toll of the precious souls of the
saved and have swept them into their
"pernicious ways." (2 Peter 2:2.)

It is this element that has been with us
for many, many years. The pendulum has
swung from the rankest form of anti-ism
(binding where God has not bound) to
the most heretical form of liberalism
(loosing where God has not loosed). In
either case the cause of Christ suffers,
souls are lost, and those responsible deny
the doctrine of Christ. These false
brethren must be identified for what they
are to protect and purify the church of
our Lord.

DEALING WITH FALSE TEACHERS Discipline
is becoming a lost practice in the church.
Even though the Bible commands
discipline; even though there are
examples of discipline in the sacred
pages, seemingly more and more

of our brethren are hiding behind the
facade of indifference and ignorance to the
responsibility that is their? v Discipline (1)
is taught. The example is given in 1
Corinthians 5:1-8 of discipline of a
member of the church. To allow this one to
continue in his sin would have been to
teach the world that his contemptible life
was condoned by the church—a false
teaching. It would have indicated to the
members of the church itself that this prac-
tice was approved by the church—another
false teaching.

Discipline (2) is commanded. Paul (2
Thessalonians 3:6) said, "Now we
command you, brethren, in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw
yourselves from every brother that
walketh disorderly . . .," yet we have
elders who question how we can know
what "disorderly" is. The meaning is to
walk "out of step," a military term. To
teach a doctrine that is contrary to the
doctrine of Christ is "out of step" with
that doctrine, hence subject to
withdrawal of fellowship.

Discipline (3) is expected. Paul continued
in 2 Thessalonians 3:14 by commanding
that "if any man obey not our word by this
epistle, note that man, and have no
company with him that he may be
ashamed." Having given a command, Paul
expected it to be carried out. God's way is
always the best way, and if God, through
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, directed
Paul to command us to discipline false
teachers, he expects us to obey.

Finally, discipline (4) is needed.
Ephesians 5:27 states that Jesus gave
himself for the church "that he might
present it. to himself a glorious church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but that it should be holy
and without blemish." The purity of
the church is vital to its influence in
the world. Its guidelines have been
drawn by holy decree. Its principles
are sealed by divine purchase. Its es-
tablishment was through sacred instru-
mentality and its existence continues
by providential promise. Its salvation
is assured, but it will affect our eternal
destiny only so long as we exercise the
God-given responsibility to keep it free
from false teachers! •

Make It Right!
Have you said an angry word? Is
your life not in accord With the
pattern of the Lord? Make it
right!

Have you wounded someone's heart? Has
your tongue its fiery dart? Is there malice
in your heart? Make it right!

Do you worship God, but wrong? Do you
sing a selfish song? Do you help God's foe
along? Make it right.

—L. O. Sanderson.
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