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The beloved apostle John, "the apostle of love," addresses the second epistle to
a lovely Christian lady and her family, all of whom are loved sincerely by John
and "all they that have known the truth." John is called the "apostle of love."
because of the loving disposition characteristic of him, which is apparent in his
writings, and because of his frequent reference to love. He uses the word more
than forty times in the first epistle and it is found three times in this address.
Secular history records that John, because of extreme age, was unable to walk to
the place where the saints assembled. He was carried there by others and would
address the assembly saying, "Little children, love one another." It should come as
no surprise that we read of "the commandment to love" from the pen of "the
disciple whom Jesus loved."

I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment
from the Father. And now. I beseech thee. lady, not as though I wro te a new commandment unto
thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another. And this is love, that we
walk after his commandments, "this is the commandment, that, as ye have heard from the
beginning, ye should walk in it (2 John 4-6).

John was made to rejoice that some of the children of this dear Christian lady
walked in truth. The word that is translated "rejoiced" is second aorist passive and
carries the idea of past action. But John's joy had not ceased to be experienced. It
continued, as is obvious from this epistle. The translators of the ASV rendered
the word "rejoice." Brother Guy N. Woods says of the translation in the ASV that
"the translators rightly regarded the verb as an 'epistolary aorist,’ and thus 
translated by the English present. This idiom of the Greek verb represents the
action as taking place from the viewpoint of the receiver of the letter and is thus
properly rendered in this fashion" (A Commentary on the New Testament Epistles
of Peter, John, and Jude, p. 341). The word "found" is perfect tense in the Greek
and this denotes the present state which is the result of past action. The children
referred to continued to walk in the truth and this occasioned John's continued
joy.

Some of the children of this elect lady were known by John to be living godly
lives. Apparently their paths had crossed somewhere away from the mother's
home and John had witnessed their conduct. This caused John to rejoice and to
include this encouraging information in his letter. There are those who insist that
this implies that some of her children were not walking in truth. There is no
evidence to warrant such an assumption. From the text it is to be observed that
John had come in contact with some of her children and knew them to be faithful.



Beyond this nothing more is known.

These children were "walking in truth." The word "walk," used in the scriptures,
often refers to manner of life, conduct, or behavior. "In truth" refers to the sphere
in which they conducted themselves. This truth is the word of God (John 17:17),
into which the apostles were guided by the Holy Spirit (John 16:13). which will
purify and save when known and obeyed (I Pet. 1:22: John 8:32). Everyone who
would be a child of God must know and obey the truth, and if we would be with
God in eternity our manner of life must be in harmony with the same. What John
saw in these Christians, which resulted in his joy, must characterize every child
of God. "Walking in t ru th "is a "commandment from the Father." Dear reader have
you obeyed the t ruth? As one who has obeyed, are you "walking in truth?"

After having spoken of his joy. which was the result of witnessing faithfulness to
God on the part of some of her children, John admonishes the elect lady to
continue to demonstrate love. The apostle is not speaking of a commandment
unknown to her. but one that had been given "from the beginning." The "beginning"
has reference to the beginning of the gospel of Christ. "For this is the message that
we heard from the beginning, that we should love one another" (1 John 3:11).
"Brethren. 1 wr i te no new commandment unto you. but an old commandment
which ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have
heard fro m the beginning" (I John 2:7). The commandment of which he speaks is,
"that we love one another." Love for one another as disciples of Christ, in the
manner in which he has loved us. is to be a noticeable declaration to the world that
we arc his disciples (John 13:34: 35). A failure or refusal to love the brethren is a
sure indication that one does not love God (1 John 4:20).

John then points out the vital connection between true love for God and
obedience to his will. To love God is to obey his Word.

By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God. ' and keep his
commandments. For this is the love of God. that we keep his commandments: and his command-
ments are not grievous (I John 5:2: 3).

One does not love God who does not obey God. "If ye love me, ye will keep my
commandments" (John 14:15 ASV). Obedience without love is mechanical, cold and
formal. Acceptable obedience is from the heart (Matt. 15:8: 9: Rom. 16:16-18): from
one who loves "the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind" (Matt. 22:39). Love without obedience is a deception and a
mere pretense. Jesus said. " I f a man love me. he will keep my words..." (John
14:23). James teaches that faith cannot be demonstrate d apart from works of
obedience (Jas. 2:14-16). In these verses John points out that love cannot be
demonstrated apart from obedience to the will of God.

Christians should rejoice greatly as they behold fellow Christians walking in
truth. Our hearts should be made glad as we witness godly saints living daily in
harmony with God's word. The converse should also be true. Our hearts should
be broken and made sad by the ungodly lives on the part of some of God's
children. Their conduct and influence have a negative effect on the cause of
Christ and such should sadden us.
The commandment to "love one another" demands that their sins be pointed
out and they be encouraged to give up such in obedience to the Father (Acts
8:22; Gal. 6:1; Jas. 5:19; 20). May we learn and obey the commandment to love.


