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THE CHRISTIAN AND FALSE TEACHERS
(2 John 1-11)

Introduction

From man's creation until now, he has been faced with false counterfeit rel igions and
doctrines. Respecting any coun te r fe i t one thing is certain: the counterfeit is always a
far-out similarity of that which is real. The flood accounts of other nations and religions
are merely counterfeits of the true flood account as written by Moses. The existence of
a counterfeit is by its very nature a tacit confirmation of the existence of the real thing.
A counterfeit dollar bill testifies to the actual existence of legal bona fide dollar bills.
Satan is a counterfeit of righteousness and justice. He has a throne, he has angels,
and he has ministers. Those ministers are counterfeit ministers of the gospel of Christ.
(Rev. 2:13; Jude 6; 2 Cor. 11:15.)

When discussing false apostles and deceitful workers and how that they fashioned
themselves into apostles of Christ, Paul said: "And no marvel; for even Satan
fashioneth himself into an angel of light, it is nogreat thing therefore if his ministers
also fashion themselves as ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be according to
their works." (2 Cor. 11:14, 15.) Within ,his same frame of reference Jesus had previously
warned, "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly
are ravening wolves." (Matt. 7:15.) Paul wrote the Philippians: "Beware of the dogs,
beware of the evil workers, beware of the concision." (Phil. 3:2.)

The thrust of these scripture references, together with others that could be cited, is
the fact that there are false teachers to be reckoned with in every generation, age,
and clime of man. Satan is ever at work, and he attacks from land, sea, and air, as it
were. Satan's greatest single attack against his arch enemy, Christ and his church, is
through coun ter fe i t righteousness and counterfeit doctrines which are written and
spoken in the verbal character of the Bible record.

Every Christian must be aware, therefore, of false teachers, and to be sufficiently
aware he must be in-formed in the true doctrine. Further, he must also be informed
relative to his obligations with respect to false teachers. This responsibility lies
heavily upon elders of the church. Their responsibility is to instruct the flock in the
true doctrine and to warn them against thefalse teachers and the false doctrines. For
example, Paul charged the elders of the church at Ephesus: 'Take heed unto
yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed
the church of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood. I know that after my
departing grievous wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing the flock; and from
among your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after them." (Acts 20:28-30.) Observe that false teachers would arise from
among the elders, themselves.

The Christian, personally, and the church, universally, are constantly under attack by
Satan and his false ministers of the gospel. False teachers are more dangerous
today than ever in the annals of history.This is the case because the communication
media serve to give speed and spread to their false doctrines. The communication
media of today are so swift and reach sofar that the false doctrines are heard
throughout the whole earth.

The most dangerous of all the false teachers are those within the church.
Unfortunately, many brethren are not sufficiently informed to recognize false teaching
when they hear it, and when the false doctrines are pointed out and labeled, there is
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the tendency of some brethren to react with the shrug of the shoulder and the com-
ment, "So what?" Their reaction seems to be that a little false doctrine is relatively
innocent and never really condemned anyone. Anything in religion will go with many
brethren in the church so long as the adherents really believe on Christ—anything
that is, except the "legalistic sermons" and doctrines!
Elders, preachers, and Bible class teachers must be alert to the rise offalse
teachers and erroneous doctrines; and they must inform, warn, and indoctrinate the
brethren against such error. The great problem is that elders and Bible class
teachers—and at times the preachers—are often so lacking in a knowledge of truth
and of their responsibility for the defense of the truth that they are not equipped to
sound forth the warnings and to set forth the proper instructions. Elders of the
respective churches are often so out-of-touch with what is taking place in the
brotherhood that they are the last to know about the false teachers and the false
doctrines. Such elders do not read the religious journals, and they do not attend
meetings and special lectures where such matters are exposed. The situation is
unfortunate! Elders are or should be shepherds of the flock, not a mere board of
directors who direct the affairs of the church through the means of hired teachers.

THE TEXT EXPLAINED

The Elder and the Elect Lady
(2 John 1-4)

The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth;and not I only, but
also all they that know the truth; for the truth's sake which abideth in us, and it shall be
with us for ever: Grace, mercy, peace shall be with us, fromGod the Father, and from
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. I rejoice greatly that I have found
certain of thy children walking in truth, even as we received commandment from the
Father.

The "elder" of this text is the apostle John. John wrote five of the books of the New
Testament, but in only one—the Revelation— did he identify himself by name. The term
elder here is used with respect to his advanced age, and notto the office of an elder or
bishop.

The "elect lady" was not a church as some contend. The apostle John speaks of her
children, of her sister, and of her sister's children who sent their greetings, he promises to
visit her soon, and he warns her to refuse to receive false teachers into her house. None
of these matters would reasonably apply to a church, as such. The American Standard
Version indicates by footnote that the rendering "elect lady" may not be the proper
rendering—that the proper rendering may be Cyria, the proper name of the woman.

The apostle John had great love and respect for this woman, and those who knew her
and knew the truth—thereby implying a large number—also loved her. The implication is
that this woman was either a widow or else her husband was an unbeliever that she
had reared her children in faith and righteousness, that she was known for her
hospitality, especially for her providing lodging for preachers, and "that she needed to
be warned against the lodging that she had provided, or might provide, for certain false
teachers who were circulating from church to church.

Having extended greetings of grace, mercy, and peace from both God and Jesus
Christ—thereby showing that Christ was one with the Father—in both truth and love;
the apostle John then stated how joyful he was for certain of this woman's children who
walked in truth as it was revealed from the Father—that is, as revealed through the
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inspired men. The statement "certain children" does not necessarily infer that some of
her children were unfaithful; rather the thought may well be that John was acquainted
with certain of her children—perhaps they lived at Ephe-sus where John lived and
worshipped—and he knew by observation that they walked in the commandments
that had come from the Father.
The Purpose of the Letter
(2 John 5-11)

And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote to thee a new commandment, but
that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another. And this is love, that we
should walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, even as ye heard from
the beginning, that ye should walk in it. For many deceivers are gone forth into the world,
even they that confess not that Jesus Christ cometh in the flesh. This is the deeiver and the
antichrist. Look to yourselves, that ye lose not the things which we have wrought, but that
ye receive a full reward. Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of
Christ, lath not God: he that abideth in he teaching, the same hath both he Father and the
Son, If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not his teaching, receive him not into your
house, and give him no greeting: for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works.

With verse five, John moves to he purpose of his letter to this elect lady. He approaches the
purpose of his letter by beseeching her that "we (John includes himself) love one another."
This John explained was no new commandment; but rather, it was one that they had from
the beginning. He then stated that love is walking after the commandments, and they had
particularly one commandment from the beginning. That was to say that love" was, and is,
the summary of ill of the commandments.

With this approach, the apostle set forth the purpose of his letter to the elect lady. "Many
deceivers are gone forth into the world," he explained. The deceivers that he specifically
had in mind were those that confess not that Jesus Christ cometh in the flesh." This
doctrine is known in church history as Gnosticism. It had its beginning among the churches in
Asia Minor in about A.D. 60, and at the time that Paul wrote his epistle to the small church
at Colossae. Some twenty to thirty years had intervened, and the doctrine was doing its
deadly work.

The Gnostics held that the physical body, as well as all matter, is unholy, and that the
problems of life had their beginning when spirit and matter were combined. They
reasoned, therefore, that Christ or Deity would never come in the flesh—that Deity could
not and would not reside or abide in an unholy body of flesh. John designated those false
teachers as being antichrists.

John warned the elect lady: "Look to yourselves, that ye lose not the things which we have
wrought, but that ye receive a full reward." The meaning is that the elect lady and
others should" examine their hearts and reflect upon the certainties of truth lest they
should succumb to those false teachers and, thereby, lose their standing with God. This
sister in Christ, together with her personal acquaintances who shared with her, were in
danger of losing their souls! What a loss that would be! Christians today are in the same
danger when they countenance false teachers and false doctrines.

John then affirmed that "whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of
Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and
the Son." What could be more definite? more emphatic? Every Christian must give
serious and full consideration to the fact that false teachers and those that countenance
them and their doctrines hath not God. What a price sympathizers of false teachers
must eventually pay! Already the time is late among churches of Christ with respect to
certain false doctrines.

John's instruction to the elect lady was this: "If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not
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this teaching (that is the teaching that Jesus had come in the flesh), receive him not into
your house [the implication is that she should at the outset interrogate the teachers that
come, and that with specific and direct questions], and gave him no greeting [that is no
encouragement, no hospitality]: for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil
works." Observe! If she countenanced a false teacher, if she extended to him greeting
and courteous best wishes, she would be a partaker of his evil works. This same
principle applies today. May Christians everywhere beware!

Some Pertinent Indictments

The Pentecostal movement among the churches of Christ—the speaking in tongues, the
casting out of demons, and the like—is a very dangerous movement, and many brethren
seem not to be alarmed.

The movement to fellowship all who believe on Christ, even though they do not subscribe
to the doctrine of Christ, such as one church, one baptism, and observing the Lord’s 
Supper on the Lord’s Day, is also a very dangerous movement.  Here again many 
brethren, including elders, seem not to be alarmed.

The fact that so many members of the churches of Christ have no objection to the use of
the instrument in the worship can only mean that those members have not sufficiently
taught on the subject of acceptable worship and of what acceptable worship consists.
Churches have demanded sermonettes, and psychological-sociological briefs, to the
point that a preacher could not develop a subject matter sermon even if he were inclined
to so do. The time is late! Very late in fact!


