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Both of the epistles commonly
called Second and Third John are very
similar in their phraseology and
content. These epistles were writ ten
for the purpose of strengthening the
church, for giving encouragement in
the midst of persecution and to warn
against false teachers, especially those
from within the body of Christ.

In the past there has been very little
argument about who "The Elder" is in
these epistles. Although some have
tried to suggest that someone other
than the apostle John was their author,
no substantial evidence has ever
been uncovered to verify their
speculations. The apostle John only
once signed his writings, but his style
and the frequent use of terms and
phrases like "love," "truth," "abide,"
and "walking after his command-
ments" are so common to him that
little doubt is had by anyone today
that John penned these epistles.

John refers to himself as "the elder"
because of his advanced years. It is
generally agreed that these epistles
were written during the last decade of
the first century somewhere near 90
A.D. John would have been an elderly
disciple, "the elder" (ho presbuteros,
literally the presbyter).

This epistle is addressed to "the
elect lady and her children." There
have been several views held as to
who this "elect lady" is. Some have
suggested the passage should be
translated "The lady Eclecte" with
"Elect" (Eklekte) having been her
proper name. Others say this should
be translated "The elect Cyria" with
"Lady" (Kuria) having been the name
of this Christian woman. Still others
say it is correctly translated and

referred to a Christian lady so well
known and respected that everyone
knew who this "elect lady" to whom
John addresses this epistle is. Finally,
there are those who say the "elect
lady" is a reference to the church, not
to any particular congregation but to
the church generally. This would be
similar to Peter who addressed "the
strangers scattered" (1 Peter 1:1), and
to James who wrote to the "twelve
tribes which are scattered abroad"
(James 1:1). Just as Peter and James
wrote "general epistles" John here
does so.

Whenever one takes this position,
the question arises, "If the elect lady is
the church, who are her children?" The
children would be individual
Christians and the elect sister (verse
13) would be a sister congregation.

Regardless of whether John is
addressing a Christian lady and her
children or the church generally it
does not take away from the
importance of this portion of
scripture. There is no doubt among
"true scholars" as to whether or not
this epistle belongs in the sacred
canon.

Notice in these verses the
importance John places on family.
God is called "the Father" and Jesus
the "Son of the Father." This is to
emphasize the importance of the
family of God and that blessed
relationship we have as his children.
How blessed we are to have God as
our Father and Jesus Christ as our
elder brother. We are God's sons and
daughters, if and only if we have been
born into his family. Men today must
be born again (John 3:3-5; 1 Peter
1:22-25). Having been born again of
water and the spirit we comprise the
household of God (1 Timothy 3:15).
Only those who are Christians make
up God's family.

As one reads this short epistle, he
must be impressed with the use of two
words — truth and love. John speaks
of the elect lady and her children
"whom I love in the truth" as do all
who "have known the truth." J ohn
extends his greetings in "truth and
love" (verse 3). One cannot help but
be impressed with the emphasis John
places on t ru th and love in his five
books.

There are some things which just ,,

cannot be separated. Faith and works
cannot be separated and we be well-
pleasing in God's sight (James 2:14-
26). Our zeal must be coupled with
knowledge (Romans 10:1-4). Truth
cannot be separated from love.

If we have all the love we could
have and do not walk in the truth we
are not pleasing to God. Neither can
we know all t ru th and have not the
proper love for the souls of men and
for our heavenly Father.

Just as certainly as true faith
d e m a n d s a c t i o n ( w o r k s of
righteousness), preaching the truth
demands love. Paul said for one to
speak wi th the tongues of men and
angels and not to have love cannot
bring glory to God (1 Corinthians
13:1). We are to speak the t ru th in
love (Ephesians 4:15). Love MUST
be the motivating force behind our
preaching.

Many in the body of Christ today
think if we preach the truth we have
no love. If a preacher gives a "Thus
saith the Lord" he has no love for the
souls of men. Some seemingly have
the idea that loving someone means
we do not teach to correct the sins in
the lives of men. Many faithful gospel
preachers today are branded as
legalists because they demand that
men walk after the commandments of
God. Others are called liberals because
they preach love. If we preach like
those of the first century we are
neither liberal nor legalist. We are
simply preachers of the t ru th in love.

Jesus said, "If ye love me keep my
commandments" (John 14:15). John
says, "This is love, that ye walk after
his commandments" (2 John 6). Let
us, because of our love for God and
the souls of men, preach the t ruth.
Preachers should not become our
enemies because they tell us the truth
(Galatians 4:16).

How blessed this "elect lady and
her children" were who walked in love
and truth and how much like them we
should seek to be.
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