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Books of 2 John and 3 John 

Guard Against False Teachers; Treatment of Preachers 

 

I. Additional Scriptures/Notes… 

2 John… “As a practical consideration it seems the study of Second John should bring renewed 
attention to what is sometimes called ‘doctrinal preaching.’  It is important to teach people 

to assemble for worship, to give generously, and to live uprightly; but we should scarcely 

be content to stop here.  It is also important, in fact, vital, for us to teach the word of 

God, instill its precepts into hearts, uphold the truth against false doctrine, and to create 

within people a love and respect for the doctrine of Christ which transcends all other 

loyalties” [Alan E. Highers, “The Living Message of the Book of Second John,” in The 

Living Messages of the Books of the New Testament,” edited by Warren and Elkins, p. 

312]. 

2 John 10… neither bid him God speed—“This signifies church approval, or 

commendation.  For a congregation of the Lord's people to extend to false teachers 

housing, approval and recommendation would be for the church to preside at its own 

execution” [Coffman].     |||||     “The greeting was CHAIRO!  Literally, goodspeed or 

Godspeed.  This greeting was more than mere formality; it was an approval of the course 

being pursued by the one thus greeting, and included a desire for success in the effort 

attempted” [Guy N. Woods, “A Commentary on Second John,” p. 349].  |||||     It seems 

to me that INFLUENCE enters in here in this discussion.  If it is perceived by some 

brother or group of brethren that I am lending support to some false teacher, I have 

violated the spirit of John’s inspired instruction here.  In other words, if they would tend 

to receive and accept some false teacher based upon the way and manner in which I 

related to that same teacher, I have done the very thing I should not have done, 

according to this text. 

3 John… “Four crucial issues which face the church today are explicitly treated in John’s brief 
epistle: (1) The attitude of love and concern which Christians should have for each other.  

(2) The importance of walking in the truth.  (3) The responsibility of the church to support 

missionaries.  (4) The nature of a church tyrant and how he is to be dealt with” [John 

Howard Parker, “The Living Message of Third John,” in The Living Messages of the 

Books of the New Testament,” edited by Warren and Elkins, p. 316]. 

3 John 2… even as thy soul prospereth—“Does man consist solely of flesh and bones, or 

is there an eternal ‘something’ that resides within the tabernacle of flesh? Materialism, 

both secular and religious, advocates the notion that human beings are wholly mortal. But 

the Bible teaches otherwise. The apostle John shows an obvious distinction between the 

body and the soul… Of special significance here is the adverb kathos, ‘even as,’ which 
indicates a comparison. John hopes that the bodily ‘health’ of Gaius will prosper even as 
this brother’s soul is prospering. There is a clear distinction here between the physical 

body and the soul. … The language is similar to phraseology in 2 Corinthians 7:1 where Paul 

alludes to the ‘defilement of flesh and spirit’” [Wayne Jackson, 

http://www.christiancourier.com/notes/bodyAndSoul.htm ]. 

3 John 8… fellowhelpers to the truth—Cf., an interesting article from Jason Jackson, 

“Fellow Workers for the Truth,” at: 

http://www.christiancourier.com/penpoints/fellowWorkers.htm  
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3 John 9-10… Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence…--“In his letter to 

Gaius, John spoke of Diotrephes, a brother who was consumed (as indicated by the present 

participle form, ‘loveth’) with the desire for preeminence. ‘Preeminence’ translates a Greek 

word which means ‘love of being first.’ This disposition is the exact opposite of that which 

had been taught by the Spirit, namely that of putting others first (see Philippians 2:3,4).  

… Diotrephes even rejected the authority of John, an apostle of Christ. Accordingly, John 

states that when he arrives on the scene where this rebel is disturbing the church, he will 

recall and charge this man with the evil works he has done. The apostle is unwilling simply 

to ‘let bygones be bygones.’ One of the sins of which Diotrephes was guilty was ‘prating 

against’ John and those identified with him. The term denotes making ‘unjustified charges.’ 

Make that notation. Too, he was ruling the local church, ‘casting out’ those who did not 

agree with his dictatorial policies” [Wayne Jackson, 

http://www.christiancourier.com/notes/theChurchBoss.htm ]. 

 

II. ADVANCED STUDY (extra study posts)—Links to the WWW… 

From the following link you can study further aided by articles/outlines that relate to the study 

of 2 John & 3 John.   

http://lemmonsaid.wordpress.com/2009/01/30/2-and-3-john/  

 

III. Chronology. 

BIBLE PERIOD:  The Period of the Church. 

 

IV. Summary. 

2 John is addressed to “the elect lady and her children.”  Much discussion is centered on the 

identity of the recipient.  Was it actually an individual or was it a church.  Most likely it was an 

individual.  An obviously key word in the short letter is TRUTH, which appears five times in 

the first four verses.  A very important emphasis of the Book is the necessity of ABIDING in 

the doctrine of Christ.  To go beyond that body of doctrine places one out of fellowship with 

God and with Christ.  Lending support to false teachers causes one to become guilty of the 

same error that the false teacher to whom you have lent support was guilty of teaching.  3 John 

was written to Gaius, a faithful member of the Lord’s church.  This church wanted to assist 

some missionaries and Gaius was leading in the effort, but he and the faithful ones were 

opposed by a brother named Diotrephes, who was an obvious tyrant in that congregation.  The 

Apostle John instructs the church to support the preaching of the gospel and promises to deal 

with Diotrephes. 

 

V. Outline. 

01. Greeting (2 John 1-3). 

02. Rejoicing over faithful children (4). 

03. Love one another (5). 

04. Warning against false teachers (6-11). 

05. Hoping to come see her (12-13). 

06. Source and address (3 John 1). 

07. Prayer and commendation (2-6). 

08. Concerning the missionaries (7-8). 

09. Diotrephes (9-10). 

10. Follow good (11). 

11. Demetrius (12). 

12. Hoping to see them face to face (13-14). 
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VI. Questions. 

True or False 
01. _____ Demetrius loved to have the preeminence. 

02. _____ John intended to see Gaius soon after writing 3 John. 

03. _____ It is important to remain in the doctrine of Christ. 

04. _____ John intended to see the elect lady face to face. 

05. _____ John gave a new commandment to the elect lady. 

Multiple Choice (Select the BEST Answer) 

06. _____ How many times is the word TRUTH found in these two epistles: (a) 11; (b) 7; 

(c) 3. 

07. _____ The one who bids God speed to a false teacher is the one who: (a) is a partaker; 

(b) is a friend of truth; (c) is faithful. 

08. _____ What adjective or synonym does John use to describe DECEIVERS: (a) 

antichrist; (b) vile; (c) many; (d) a & c; (e) none of these.  

09. _____ Which passage mentions a similar kind of relationship to that which evidently 

existed between John and Gaius: (a) 1 Jn 4:1; (b) Gal 5:4; (c ) Ph 2:19-22 

10. _____ The kind of words used against John by Diotrephes were: (a) mighty words; (b) 

mysterious words; (c) malicious words. 

Fill in the Blanks 

11. …He that abideth in the ______________ of Christ, he hath both the 

____________ and the _________. 
12. For many _______________ are entered into the world… 
13. John states that he loves Gaius in the ___________. 

14. Beloved, follow _________ that which is evil, but that which is good.  He 

that doeth __________ is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not ___________ 
God. 

15. _______________ hath a good report of all men, and of the ___________ 

itself:… 
Each Question is worth 7 Points 

My Score is:  ________ 

Answers will be found on next week’s handout 

 

ANSWERS to 1 John 5 Questions… [(1) False, 1 Jn 5:3; (2) True, 1 Jn 5:11; (3) False, 1 Jn 

5:21; (4) True, 1 Jn 5:4; (5) False, 1 Jn 5:19; (6) c; (7) a, 1 Jn 5:5; (8) d, 1 Jn 5:8-9; (9) c, 1 Jn 

5:21; (10) a; (11) men, greater, 1 Jn 5:9; (12) keep, commandments, commandments, 1 Jn 5:3; 

(13) his, will, 1 Jn 5:14; (14) whole, world, 1 Jn 5:19; (15) begotten, 1 Jn 5:1.] 

 

 

VII. Lessons & Applications. 

1. For the truth’s sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever (2 

Jn 2).  This great statement should challenge our thinking often, especially at times 

when we are tempted to avoid the truth.  There is no way to escape TRUTH!  It will 

always be.  It will be the basis of our judgment on the “last day” (Jn 12:48).  We have a 

solemn and serious obligation regarding truth: buy the truth and sell it not (Prov 

23:23).   

2. …neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is 
partaker of his evil deeds (2 Jn 10-11).  I fear that many brethren do not take this 

warning from John as seriously as it needs to be taken.  Too many have no qualms 

about lending support to false teachers and seem to think this is the loving thing to do.  
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False teachers are DANGEROUS because of the fruit they produce.  They cause men 

and women, boys and girls to be lost eternally by believing their false teaching.  We 

should never allow our influence to bring support or comfort to some false teacher.  

When we do so, we have become guilty of the same evil deeds! 

3. LESSONS FROM 3 JOHN.  [DRL NOTE: The lessons below come from Roy C. Deaver, out of 

the publication, Biblical Notes, 9/1983.  In using these notes, I do not in any way intend to indicate that I 

sympathize with relatively recent positions Roy and his son, Mac, have defended regarding the work of 

the Holy Spirit in the Christian.  I believe they both were/are in error]. 
1) The apostle John, faithful, elderly, servant of the Lord, is a beautiful example of 

how God wants us to deal with error.  When John learned about the problem 

caused by the dictator Diotrephes, he immediately got to work on the problem.  

His message was clear, pointed, and forceful.  Such sins (as those of Diotrephes) 

are not to be ignored, and are not to be tolerated among God’s people. 

2) It is right for us to be concerned about physical health [cf., verse 2, DRL].  It is 

more important that we be concerned about our spiritual health.  The right 

concern about our spiritual health will cause us to be meaningfully concerned 

about our physical health.  We must present our bodies unto God. 

3) Like John, we ought to rejoice in every right effort to extend the influence of the 

truth.  We must be anxious to get the whole gospel to the whole world—in our 

generation.  Now! 

4) To be right with God we must WALK IN THE TRUTH [cf., verse 4, DRL].  We 

walk in the truth by observing God’s commandments, by being obedient to His 

will.  Zacharias and Elizabeth were both righteous before God, walking in all the 

commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless (Lk 1:5-6). 

5) Like John, we rejoice in hearing about the faithfulness of those whom we have 

been instrumental in bringing to the Christ [cf., verse 4, DRL]. 

6) We are “acting faithfully” [verse 5, DRL] (i.e., according to God’s will) when 

we do the best we can to help those faithful servants who are determined to 

accomplish the Lord’s will. 

7) It is right and good and necessary for missionaries to report on their work 

“before the church” [verse 6, DRL].   

8) We should send out and support those who labor in the gospel, “…after a godly 

sort” [verse 6, DRL]. 

9) Faithful servants of the Lord will work “…for his name’s sake.”  They will not 

work to accomplish their own will, but the will of Him to whom they belong. 

10) These missionaries went forth “…taking nothing of the Gentiles” [verse 7, 

DRL].  It is important that we do nothing (i.e., in the area of expediency) that 

would in any way jeopardize our efforts to reach men with the gospel of Christ.  

However, we must be faithful in proclaiming that gospel.  We cannot 

compromise, and be right with God. 

11) In supporting faithful servants of the Lord, brethren are being “…fellowhelpers 

to the truth” [v. 8, DRL].  Cf., Ph 1:3-5. 

12) When one rejects what the Bible teaches he is rejecting the authority of the 

apostles, the authority of Christ Himself, and the authority of God. 

13) It is right and is necessary that faithful men deal with any and all who would 

hinder the Lord’s work.  These must be identified, and their sins must be pointed 

out. 
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14) Diotrephes could refuse to do according to the letter from John, and he could 

reject the authority of John, but JOHN WAS RIGHT.  Diotrephes was wrong!  

Diotrephes will face John’s letter in the Judgment. 

15) When men use “malicious words” [v. 10, DRL] in talking about the Bible, and 

when they refuse to recognize its authority—they are guilty of the sins of 

Diotrephes. 

16) Diotrephes was guilty of the terrible sin of “anti-ism”—the sin of making a law 

that God did not make.  Cf., Acts 15:1; Gal 2:1-5; 1 Tm 4:1-3.  This is a sin 

which has always plagued the church.  It is just as sinful for one to attempt to 

make a law which God did not make as it is for one to violate a law which God 

did make. 

17) It needs to be observed that John wrote this letter (condemning Diotrephes) 

before he talked with him “face to face.”  And, it is possible that John never did 

get to talk with Diotrephes “face to face.”  The idea that I have to talk personally 

with a false teacher (who has taught his false views publicly) before I can 

respond to him and to his teaching is wrong. 

18) Diotrephes was not an “eldership.”  There is no evidence that he was even one 

of the elders.  He assumed the authority to disfellowship any and all who would 

violate a law which he had made.  He had no such authority.  he stood 

condemned for assuming such. 

19) It took some real courage for some of the brethren (who wanted to help the 

missionaries) to proceed to do so in spite of Diotrephes and the law which he 

had made.  But, they did help the missionaries, and they were disfellowshipped.  

Not all “fellowship” is right, and not all “disfellowship” is wrong.  The fact that 

certain ones were disfellowshipped by Diotrephes did not mean that they were 

out of fellowship with God.  And, if there were some brethren who joined 

Diotrephes in his views, and who were thus in fellowship with each other, it 

does not follow that they were in fellowship with God. 

20) John says: “Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good.”  He 

cites a wonderful example, the man Demetrius.  he was truly a man of good 

report—from everyone, from the truth, and from the apostle John. 

21) Many things can be dealt with in writing.  But, there are some things which can 

best be dealt with “face to face.”  [vv., 13-14, DRL]. 

22) The word “receive” is used in verses 9 and 10.  Diotrephes refused to “receive” 

John and John’s letter.  Diotrephes refused to “receive” the brethren—the 

missionaries, and he (Diotrephes) forbade and cast out of the congregation the 

brethren who did  (or who did want to) receive the missionaries.  “Receive” here 

is the translation of the Greek dechomai, compounded with various prepositions 

in different passages.  We should study this word as it used in the following: 

Acts 18:27; Rom 16:2; Acts 2:41; 15:4; 21:17.  The following (from Thayer) is 

significant: “…the suggestion of a welcoming or an appropriating reception 

generally cleaves to dechomai.”     
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VIII. Seek-A-Word Puzzle. 

 

X P R O S P E R X S W E D C V R D F V B 

G T Y H N J E L D E R U Y T R O F Q A Z 

R X S P A R T A K E R W E D G C V F R T 

B E N H Y U J M K I H Q A T Z A X S W E 

F R C T G B H Y N T J V O S D A I Q A S 

A Z X E S W E D U C V N B G I T Y U R C 

I B G T I Y J R N I H T R F O C A E S Z 

C N V B N V T M L T K J H G T F V D W S 

S A K Q W N E C A V F R T G R I B U A U 

V F R A I E D H C X S W Q A E Z X C L I 

V F R K N T G B I V F R E C P Q A E K R 

Z X L C D D E R F M V B E G H T K Y I T 

H A B G T R P E D C N D C B E A N H N E 

W Y T G B V F E E D Y O C V S B V M G M 

C D E R F V B H N N N H T S Y U J M Q E 

L A Z X S W E D A C V F H T G B N H U D 

B O V R E M E M B E R T B G F O L L O W 

V F V T R F V B G T U H Y U J M Y Q A Z 

C D E E R F V B T R Y H N M U I O Q A Z 

C D E R F V B T T Y H N M U I Q J D R L 

 

[The words (or word locaters) listed below are to be found in the text of our lesson.  They also are found in the 

puzzle above.  This is just one more way to reinforce what you have studied from the text.  Why not read the 

whole verse where the word is found one more time as you do the puzzle?  Thank you for the good effort you are 

putting forth in Bible study.  Let’s desire the sincere milk of the word that we may grow (1 Pet 2:2).  DRL] 

 

2 John 3 John 

Elder, 1 Gaius, 1 

Truth’s sake, 2 Prosper, 2 

Walking, 4 Walk in truth, 4 

Love, 5 Diotrephes, 9 

Many deceivers, 7 Remember, 10 

Hath not God, 9 Follow, 11 

Receive him not, 10 Demetrius, 12 

Partaker, 11 Ink and pen, 13 

Joy, 12  

  

 

For a Bible Puzzle on these two books, check the puzzle page on my blog… 

http://lemmonsaid.wordpress.com/bible-crossword-puzzles/  


