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NOTE: For exceptional students, | have created links online to other material related to this chapter. Go to
http: /L emmonsAid.WordPress.com and type in the SEARCH BOX: Acts 15 Links

Paul—Acts 15

Conference at Jerusalem; 2" Missionary Journey Begun

Additional Scriptures/Notes...

01. 15:1-34... “The action taken by the conference could not under reasonable and logical
deductions be pleaded as a precedent for the institution of an ecclesiastical law-making or
determining body. The conference as such did not determine the matteiriy The
determination was by apostolic authority” [Rex Turner, Teacher’s Annual hesson
Commentary, p. 26].

02. 15:9... purifying their hearts by faith—"..needs a bit of comnigat.(I#/is not an
affirmation of salvation by faith alone. Note the logic: 1) Gg4 citansecythe Gentiles. 2)
But the Jews were cleansed in precisely the same way—ng" Jistinctiyn’ was observed. If
one, therefore, can determine how the Jews were cleansed, eriill know the meaning of
‘cleansed’ with reference to the Gentiles. 3) On thefday of Pentecost penitent Jewish
believers received the ‘'remission of [their] sins’ when sy were immersed (2:38). 4) The
Gentiles were saved, therefore, just like the Jews, vikenthey fully obeyed the plan of
salvation, including both repentance and baptign. Their clegnsing was not on the basis of
faith alone. Further, the Greek text actugiipafticms that Gad purified the Gentiles’
hearts 'by the faith." The article precezang” falth' revetlsithat the faith system is under
consideration (cf., Gal 1:23; 1 Tim 5:8; §ude'®” [WayneJackson, Acts of the Apostles,
From Jerusalemto Rome, p. 183;.

03. 15:14... Simeon hath declared' ") .he designites him by the Aramaic form of his
Hebrew name, 'Symeon.’ Th{s ¢fuld have beana smooth stroke of psychology, calming the
nerves of the Jewish Chelstiaag’s Jackson, . 185].

04. 15:16-18... Aftersinese things—*James then quotes from Amos 9:11-12 to support the
truth about the € 2ntiles [eceiving the word - that this was a part of God's plan. 'Other
nations’ is asterm ichgtifying thase who were not Jews. To the Jewish mind there were
the Jewss* God's chosen peofpiies and there were ‘the other nations’ - the Gentiles. James
was af firiging and proving“i\by Amos, that God had planned all the while to bring in the
Gewfiiesh[Fagrold Littrell, A Commentary on the Book of Acts, p. 220]. |||l
Feamillermialists use Amos 9:11-15 as a “ proof text” for theideathat national Israel is
W boesiored. “Since the Gentiles were to be granted admittance into the ‘tabernacle’
[(fiouse) of God only after it was restored, if that restoration is still in the future (as
millennialists allege), then it would follow that the gospel may not be preached yet unto
the Gentiles, which suggests that they (we) are still lost! This conclusion demonstrates
the folly of the premillennial dogma” [Jackson, p. 186].

05. 15:20... and from things strangled, and from blood—" Why would these
prohibitions be included? From earliest times the consumption of blood was forbidden
(Gen 9:4). Among pagans, though, it was a religious ritual (cf., Ps 16:4). Probably because
of its association with atonement (cf., Lev 17:11), and perhaps for hygienic reasons
incidentally, it is forbidden to Christians. While some see these prohibitions as temporary
regulations, the context does not seem to support that idea. These are 'necessary things'
endorsed by the Spirit of God (see v. 28). McGarvey declares that these instructions will
remain binding 'until the end of the world." The prohibition bears no relation, however, to
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the medical practice of blood transfusions—erroneously condemned by the so-called
‘Jehovah's Witnesses” [Jackson, p. 187].

06. 15:21... For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him—
“James closed by observing that the Jews still taught of Moses in every city. These four
items were already a part of their 'works of the Law,"” observed by them regularly. The
Gentiles remained free from the Law of Moses” [Littrell, p. 221].

07. 15:36... Let us go again—"Paul was very diligent to keep on teaching the taught in
order to prevent discouragement and defection. It would appear that he had every
intention of making the excursion with Barnabas until Barnabas insisted on taking his
nephew, John Mark” [Coffman].

08. 15:39... And the contention was so sharp between them—" Stiang men with
minds strongly made up often find disagreement between them; and thesaneedeeming
note in this otherwise unhappy and regrettable episode is that neithe( pgi*ijsto the
dispute permitted it to hinder the work of God. Rather there wasya®enifitial result in

that there were then two teams of missionaries on the fieldfin fitz place of only one”
[Coffman].

Chronology.

BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Church.

Acts 15:35... “It is possible - even likely - that this is the 1sfie Feter came to Antioch, and then
some 'from James' came, as mentioned by Paul in Galawans 2:11-18. M/e are not told of Peter’s visit
to Antioch, either here or elsewhere. However, t!#€%2quance of events being related by Paul in
Galatians 1 and 2 has him proving that the cegld i 0¥ hatte receivedhis gospel from people, right up
to and including the meeting at Jerusalem abouy the"Gentiles,»about which the first of Acts 15
deals. After mentioning the fact that hefans\8ariabas hed received 'the right hand of fellowship'
from James, Cephas, and John (Gal 2:Q): tl'e nzxt pointiic’his withstanding Peter to his face at
Antioch (Gal 2:11-18). So, it is quite likfly that theperiod of time mentioned here in Acts 15:35 is
the time-slot for that confronteiion. “Etlippears that Peter and others came to Antioch and were
in full fellowship with thegSentile tigethren ~as\they should have been. Then some from James
came, and Peter and thos: with h'm, in a hypocritical manner, separated themselves from the
Gentiles. Even Barnabas wagsytied away after them in the hypocrisy (Gal 2:13). This may have
had some influenge on Paul and Barn@bas separating a little later, but it is not even mentioned here
in Acts 15 - only W Gllatians chapter two” [Littrell, pp. 223-24].

Summai:

Chap®&y15¢'=al£ with one of the major problems that troubled the early church—the
reltiongip or Christians to the Law of Moses and particularly how the Gentiles were to relate
to it. ¥4any Christians of Jewish background were seeking to bind circumcision and other parts
of the law upon Gentile converts. They were, in effect, saying to Gentiles, “Y ou must first
become a Jew before you can be saved.” Thiswas no part of the gospel that Paul preached (cf.,
Book of Galatians). The matter was settled during a meeting held in Jerusalem by the apostles
and elders. The decision was by the Holy Spirit (15:28) and agreed to by all present, including
the Apostles. A letter was sent out to the churches stating that such attempts to add to the
gospel were not authorized! We read about Paul and Barnabas continuing to preach and teach
in Antioch for a period of time and then “some days after” they decided: LET US GO AGAIN.
Before the 2™ Missionary Journey of Paul is begun, though, there is a matter of disagreement
between himself and Barnabas. The contention was SHARP (v. 39) and they decided to part
ways and this actually developed into two teams going forth rather than one.
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V.

Outline.
1 Church strife devel ops over circumcision question (Acts 15:1-2).
2. Great joy was experienced by brethren who learned of conversion of the Gentiles (3).
3. The apostles and el ders assemble to consider the matter in Jerusalem (4-6).
4, Peter speaks (7-11).
5. Barnabas and Paul report (12).
6. James speaks (13-21).
7. A delegation is sent to Antioch with the decision of the apostles (22-34).
8. Paul and Barnabas stay in Antioch preaching and teaching (35).
9. Paul and Barnabas decide to return to the mission field (36).
10. A dispute arises over taking John Mark (37-38).
11. Barnabas takes Mark; Paul takes Silas (39-41).
Questions.
Trueor False
01. Barnabas insisted on taking Silas along on the segtad misgionary journey.
02. Peter spoke up against the position that Paul took wityregard to circumcision.
03. Silas was one of the men selected to go to Antioch with'the message coming out
of the Jerusalem council.
04. The Judaizing teachers were accused of TEIMFTING God.
05. There was agreement among the chlich at Jerusalem with the advice of James.
Multiple Choice (Select,theBEST Amswer)
06. The disagreement between Barnidoas and Paul @rihis chapter is described by
Luke as: (a) minor; (b) bitter; (c) shao.
07. The decision of the apostlasenalders wgedéivered to the Christians at Antioch
in what form: (a) a sermon from Paul| X0) a sealed document; (c) an epistle.
08. In the epistle recordal 1ithreChapten, wwho is specifically included along with the
apostles, elders, and brethiregas ih agreetréerit with the decision: (a) no one; (b) the Holy
Ghost; () the Judazers.
09. TO WHO'M WE GAVE NQ SUCH COMMANDMENT refersto: (a) Paul and
Barnabas; (b) JuGaizino/eachersy(c) Peter and James; (d) Judas and Silas.
10. Japries says thar what/wino was read in the synagogues each Sabbath: (a) the
prophet€, (b)/voses; (c) theten commandments.
Fill in the Blanks
11. __’sad, ...ye know how that a good while ago God made choice
aniang /s, that the by my mouth should the
v oraf the and believe.
12. ...Letus and visit our in every city
vhere we have the word of , and see how
13. isthe figure that Peter used to picture the consequences of following the
Judaizers' doctrine.
14. and were men who had hazarded their lives for the name
of Christ.
15.  James called the conclusions he had drawn regarding the disputed question his
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VI.

Each Question isworth 7 Points
My Scoreis:
Answerswill be found on next week’ s handout

ANSWERSto Acts 14 Questions... [(1) True, Acts 14:27; (2) True, Acts 14:5; (3) True, Acts
14:19; (4) True, Acts 14:8; (5) False, Acts 14:12; (6) ¢, Acts 14:2; (7) b, Acts 14:26; (8) c, Acts
14:3; (9) ¢, Acts 14:8; (10) a, Acts 14:19; (11) ordained, elders, fasting, commended, believed,
Acts 14:23; (12) Antioch, Syria, Iconium, Acts 14:28, 3; (13) Lystra, sacrifice, Acts 14:18; (14)
Faith, to, be, healed, Acts 14:9; (15) Oxen, garlands, Jupiter, Acts 14:13.]

Lessons & Applications.

1.

There are actually some elements of the first century church that we do &t need or want

in the church today...

1) The LUKEWARMNESS of the Laodiceans (Rev 3:14-22;

2) The CARNALITY of the Corinthian Church (1 Cop3:4,.

3) The HARDNESS OF HEARING of the Hebrew Christiass (Heb 5:11).

4) The DECEPTION of Ananias and Sapphira (ACts 5:3:22).

5) The COMPROMISING of Sister Jezebel ¢f the Churctiin Thyatira (Rev 2:20).

6) The DICTATORSHIP of Diotrephes (3 Joirs,

7) The LEGALISM of the Judaizing Brethren(ACis 15:1).

...SHOULD GO UP TO JERUSALEMUNTO rHE APOSTLES AND ELDERS

ABOUT THIS QUESTION (Acts 15:2) T hey went taitne'RIGHT SOURCE to deal

with this disputed matter. It wasthe AROS1 LES wha'Wguld be guided into all truth (Jn

16:13). Since no apostles are livingiadaywthie corréct SSOURCE for settling doctrinal

disputesisthe written word (2 Tp3:1687; 2 Pe(1:3).

...AND THEY CAUSED GREA/l ¢3JY UNTGO ALL THE BRETHREN (Acts 15:3).

When we hear of good sucaess ' evad gelistic efforts throughout the world, we should

react ASDID THE SAINTSGN PHENKCE/AND SAMARIA! When they heard from

Paul and Barnabass&Souttheir successtul efforts among the lost, they had GREAT

JOY!

THE SECT OF THE FAARISEES WHICH BELIEVED... (Acts 15:5). Thereisno

place in th& church t1or forming"SECTS. Theword in the original ishairesis. It meansa

PARTY ar DYSUNION..Efy 1 Corinthians 1:10. Itislisted as one of the works of the

fleshsGacitans 5:20). In 2 Peter 2:1 Peter warns that fal se prophets bring in these

ddmnablyheresies and when they do so, they bring unto themsel ves swift destruction.

GCO M/.DE CHOICE AMONG US, THAT THE GENTILES BY MY MOUTH

SHOULD HEAR THE GOSPEL, AND BELIEVE (Acts 15:7). A companion

passage to Romans 10:17. Faith comes by hearing. It isthe way the Gentiles and

mdeed all men come to being saved.

AND GOD, WHICH KNOWETH TH EHEARTS,... (Acts 15:8). We ought to pay

attention to this description of our God. He isthe One Who knows hearts!

PURIFYING THEIR HEARTS BY FAITH (Acts 15:9). Let it be understood that

one's heart isPURIFIED by THE FAITH (the articleis present in the original).

...PUT A YOKE UPON THE NECK OF THE DISCIPLES... (Acts15:10). Itisa

foolish thing to try to put on the Y OKE of the Law of Moses after that law has aready

been nailed to the cross (Colossians 2:14)!

1) The “yoke of the law” was a common rabbinical expression used to speak of
being closely bound to the will of the Lord.
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10.

11.

12.

13..

2) Jesus calls us to take up his yoke—it isEASY (Matthew 11:28-30).

3) The way to be closaly bound to the will of the Lord is NO LONGER through the
Law of Moses!

KNOWN UNTO GOD ARE ALL HIS WORKS FROM THE BEGINNING OF

THE WORLD (Acts 15:18). What a marvelous statement of the omniscience of

Almighty God!

1) Our God isOMNIPRESENT (Psalms 139:8ff).

2) Our God isOMNIPOTENT (Genesis 18:14; Job 42:2; Jeremiah 32:17).

3) Our God isOMNISCIENT (Psalms 139:1-4; 147:5; Proverbs 15:3).

...TO WHOM WE GAVE NO SUCH COMMANDMENT (Acts 15:24). We should

appreciate the SILENCE OF THE SCRIPTURES!!! “In Hebrews 7:14%:e find the

writer proving by the silence of the Scriptures that Jesus could not hayve bagn a priest

under the Law of Moses. The writer says, 'For it is very clear thgt ouf Lai§l descended

from Judah, a tribe of which Moses spoke nothing concerning the piiesthosd.” This proved

for all time that Christ could not have been a priest under the LG, bejause Moses was

silent about Judah, relating to the priesthood. Proof by #igsilenceyof the Scriptures is

given. Here in verse 24 - 'We gave them no such command,’ is jgoof that they had no

authority to teach that Gentiles must be circumcisei. Thus, proof by silence” [Harold

Littrell, A Commentary on the Book of Acts, p. 22].

...BEING ASSEMBLED WITH ONE ACCORI«. {Acts 15:25). It ought alwaysto

be our practice to do as the apostles and elagss did here and ASSEMBLE WITH ONE

ACCORD. ...OUR BELOVED BARNASAS AND PAYL, MEN THAT HAVE

HAZARDED THEIR LIVES FOR TK E/ANAME OF GUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.

It isinteresting and instructive to obsavetag terms ‘af respect and endearment used here

to refer to Paul and Barnabas.

...TEACHING AND PREACHINC “THE WORD OF THE LORD, WITH MANY

OTHERS ALSO (Acts 1535, ACAntieshwthiere were MANY who joined in with Paul

and Barnabas in the warl! oiieagning and‘ereaching the word of the Lord. Thisis part

of what made thep#*stich ‘agreat churcht

NOTE: From th{ rough lfeginning % f Paul's Second Missionary Journey, Learn—

1) That our adtv tafan inditieiial does not end as soon as we baptize him. Not only do
laxfios need to be gativered into the fold, but fed and protected (John 21:15-17).
2) waatsine Bible does\rivt conceal the defects of its heroes. It reveals the

falsqhood of Abraham, the presumption of Moses, the fickleness of Peter, and the
quirrel of Paul and Barnabas. A mark of its superiority and divinity.

%) T/t it is better for brethren to separate than to come to blows (See Genesis
13:1ff).
4) That we should not allow contentions to become grudges. Paul did not. He

afterwards spoke of Barnabas, his fellowminister, in highest terms (1 Corinthians
9:6). He also made tender references to John Mark (Colossians 4:10-12; 2 Tm
4:11; Ephesians 4:26-27).

5) That we should not allow contentions to interfere with Christian service. Neither

Paul nor Barnabas quit working.
--Frank L. Cox, Treatises of Luke, pp. 199-200.
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VIl. Seek-A-Word Puzzle.

AWROTELETTERSTAAMWEFHR
JAMESI EJLCMBNRVPBHX]J
NUI SVSHEI MGVOOHOMD WH
OUZMXVADDNAPSUASUOQUS
DCONVERSI ONOUBGTNTFRP
| DYQZGRHCUMWCLRLENOY
FERI ASZNUTFDHEEERBXUP
FSWRMNHI CQHWCNASREHDO
EIl YEEOEAGWEOOOTMFMETP
RCTTLI CGBABCMTAJWUN U J P
EMLTASMAI LRV MY\ODLCBSB
NUFRSNFOSEEOAGWIVI I R
CCRXUEI GRHDNWMWMHTTOS K
EROPRSWSETI OWRCMKTCGBO
RI CXESVUDPSMMRAXYHSTMR
ECFYJI JTLEMTESZHBCWO
SCRAI DXEEXGSNNILXJIJIM
BEKOYWTLEXYECETZ XMDXKF U
PCOQYOI LFEW@RWZOQROCTDG
WS L ZEBEMIITEKQICLNLTRVDO

[ The words (or word locaters) listi d belowfare to he\found in the text of our lesson. They also are found in the
puzze above. Thisis just one morgwav/o reinfetpe what you have studied from the text. Why not read the
whol e verse wher e the worg1s found one morediyie as you do the puzze? Thank you for the good effort you are
putting forth in Bible stu€y.. Lgt s desire the §vicere milk of the word that we may grow (1 Pet 2:2). DRL]

Acts 15
circumeisedy 1 consider, 6
dissensipng2 no difference, 9
apostles, = yoke, 10
elders, 2 James, 13
guestion, 2 trouble not, 19
conversion, 3 wrote |etters, 23
great joy, 3 no such commandment, 24
Jerusalem, 4 Let usgo again, 36
needful, 5
to keep the law, 5
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